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The Rev. Joseph W. Frease, 


Newly Elected Executive Secretary, 
Luther League of America 


Tue Executive Committee of the Lu- 
ther League of America is proud and 
happy to announce the acceptance of its 
call to the executive secretaryship by 
the Rev. Joseph W. Frease of Colum- 
bus, Ohio, effective January 1, 1945. 

For the past ten years Secretary 
Frease has served as the Director of 
Religious Education and Young Peo- 
ple’s Work of the Ohio Synod. During . 
that time he was instrumental in estab- 
lishing Camp Mowana, their youth 
camp, which is situated near Mansfield, 
and for the past several seasons he 
served as its director. 

He will be no newcomer to the of- 
ficial family of our organization. He has 
served as a member of its Executive 
Committee since 1936, when he was 
chosen by it to succeed and serve the 
unexpired term of the Rev. Rudolph G. 
Schulz, resigned. He promptly became 
a key-man in preparing for the Spring- 
field convention of the Luther League 

(Continued on page 37) 
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CoNDENSATION accords with sincere consecration. Jesus bade His disciples 
know their convictions and His power with such clarity and confidence as to make 
Yea and Nay their adequate and prompt answers to proposals for action. The 


“example which He set for His followers must have impressed them deeply. The 


entirety of the New Testament is a marvel of conciseness and definiteness. 

It was, one realizes, logical and consistent with the spirit of the U. L. C. A. 
at its recent convention, to put a maximum of obligation into a minimum of words. 
Fully aware of the crisis at which the Christian church has arrived; realizing that 
millions of wavering souls wait for a command of direction which they can under- 
stand and follow; and conscious of an inner prompting toward obedience to our 
Lord’s call for laborers in His vineyard; the Church responds in two words— 
“Be Christian.” To the delegates these words were so placed on the convention 
platform as to strike the eye as one looked toward the presiding officer. During 
periods of worship, they were on the line of vision to the lectern and the altar. 
Their appeal was direct and continuous. 

The qualities of the exhortation give it authority. It is apostolic: Paul and 
Barnabas gave recognition to it at Antioch “where the disciples were first called 


| Christians.” It is exclusive; it separates the way of life revealed by the Son of 
| God from every other cult or philosophy. It is directional; it points the seeker 


after God to Him who alone has been the Father and Who alone has been sent 
to show the way of escape from sin. It is practical: to be Christian is to recom- 
mend and to practice good will and good deeds among men. It is constructive: 
it gives ideals to institutions of education, encouragement to freedom, and stand- 
ards of equity to communities, races, and nations. It is attainable: it follows 
reading the Bible, helping the needy and winning others. It is powerful: it 
energizes men and women, enabling them to be stewards of the gifts of their God, 
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THE CHURCH 


INTHE MEWS.....-... Ly G Elson Kuff 


When the angels sang in Minnesota 

Ir a curious little child asks you, 
“How do the angels sound when they 
sing in the sky?” you would do well to 
answer, “Much like the St. Olaf Choir 
sounded when it 
sang at the conven- 
tionin Minne- 
apolis:’? "This, is 
about as near as 
any of us can come 
to imagining per- 
fection in song. 

The St. Olaf Choir 
which hone of sixty singers from 
St. Olaf College of the Norwegian Lu- 
theran Church at Northfield, Minn., 
sang at the Twin Cities Convention of 
the United Lutheran Church. Sunday 
evening, October 15, 3,000 people 
crowded into the Central Church in 
Minneapolis to hear this choir. 

Between groups of songs there was 
_ an address on William Alfred Passa- 
vant by Dr. F, Eppling Reinartz. In its 
way, Dr. Reinartz’ address was as good 
as the St. Olaf Choir. It was simple, 
warmhearted, and stirring, as it created 
in the minds of the listeners a picture 
of the great and good pioneer of Lu- 
theranism in the Northwest who died 
just fifty years ago. 


Passavant lives 

“He lives,” was the recurring theme 
of Dr. Reinartz’ address. Passavant 
lives in the enduring results of his 
work: in the Pittsburgh Synod which 
he founded in 1845, in the first Prot- 
estant hospital in America which he 
established in 1849, in Thiel College, 
the Chicago Seminary, orphanages, 
deaconess motherhouses, and other in- 
stitutions which resulted from the bold 
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and purposeful work of this man. 

The secrets of his life Dr. Reinartz 
indicated in four simple sayings which 
Passavant often used: To God alone be 
the glory. The Lord will provide. De- 
spise not the day of small things. Blessed 
are they that stick. 

Passavant believed in the God who 
answers prayer, promptly, realistically, 
and far beyond the measure of the hu- 
man heart to: comprehend, said Dr. 
Reinartz. In him, duty and desire were 
one. 


The boards report 
“Tuy board and thy staff, they com- 
fort me,” murmured a distinguished 
delegate as he listened to the reports 
which took most of the time of the con- — 
vention on Monday and Tuesday, Octo- — 
ber 16 and 17. F 
Two of the boards, American Mis- 
sions and Foreign Missions, had re- — 
ported on Friday. The remaining six | 
were heard on Monday and Tuesday. 
The president of each board presented — 
a report, and called on staff members 
to explain the work of the past two 
years. | 

The boards of Education, Parish and — 
Church School, and Publication re- 
ceived quiet and respectful attention, 
and had their modest recommendations 
adopted without discussion. A con- 
troversy/for the 1946 convention was 
assured when the Board of Education 
was instructed to prepare a report for 
later consideration on the old question 
of merging theological seminaries. 

The Pension Board ran into a big 
surprise. After years of planning, a 
new pension system has been set up. 
It provides for annual contributions by 
each congregation and each pastor en- 
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rolling in the new plan. As 500 congre- 
gations have now enrolled, the plan 
may be put into effect immediately. 

On the floor of the convention there 
was a determined effort to “socialize” 
the new plan, so that each pastor and 
congregation would pay to the fund in 
proportion to salaries paid, but all pas- 
tors upon retirement would receive the 
same amount of pension. 

The argument arose as a result of 
recommendations coming from four 
synods. The action of the convention 
was favorable to a socialized pension. 
The Board of Pensions was instructed 
to bring to the 1946 convention a pro- 
posed amendment to the constitution 
of the new plan which would effect the 
socialization. So another argument for 

1946 is in the making. 

' Another pension matter was a rec- 
ommendation to the government that 
the benefits of social security should be 
extended to lay workers employed in 
church work. 


Post-war army 


REcOMMENDATIONS of the Board of 
Social Missions are always sure to stir 
-up debate. They usually deal with mat- 
ters of importance in the nation’s life, 
and are therefore well worth discus- 
sion. This year a flurry of debate was 
aroused by the one which said that 
“the Church protests the adoption at 
the present time by our national gov- 
ernment of any measures providing for 
the universal military conscription of 
males between the ages of 17 and 21 
years... .” 


Most who spoke on this question do . 


not claim that the Church is in posi- 
tion to judge the future military needs 
of the nation, but they claim that per- 
manent peacetime conscription should 
not be decided when the nation is 
highly charged with war spirit “Caesar- 
ism is on the march,” said Dr. Paul 
Scherer. As militarism becomes more 
firmly established in national life, 
America becomes in danger of living as 
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an armed camp in future days. Such a 
situation in Europe in past generations 
has been a cause of wars. 

The decision was to ask the U. S. 
Government to postpone action on 
peacetime conscription until one year 
after the war. “Give our boys in the 
service a chance to say something 
about this when they come home,” it 
was suggested. 


Educating the deaconesses 

ANOTHER time when the convention 
overruled the policy of one of its boards 
was when the question came up about 
requiring two years of college educa- 
tion for a candidate for the sisterhood. 

Representatives of the Board of Dea- 
coness Work spoke of the need for 
raising standards, so that deaconesses 
may be as well trained as are social 
workers in secular organizations. It was 
argued that besides such social workers 
there should be deaconesses prepared 
for humble tasks who can serve ac- 
ceptably without prolonged academic 
training. The convention decided that 
candidates. should be accepted who 
have completed only high school 
studies. 

The hard-working Committee on 
Reference and Counsel, headed by Dr. 
Alvin E, Bell, proposed that the dea- 
coness garb be modified. Not the uni- 
form of the WAC or the WAVE, but at 
least something like the District Nurse 
Association, proposed Dr. Bell. Assur- 
ance was given that such a change is 
being planned. 


Auxiliaries 

A DIFFERENCE of opinion developed 
regarding transfer from the Luther 
League to the Brotherhood of the re- 
sponsibility for organizing Boy Scout 
troops. Some believe this responsibility 
belongs to the Parish and Church 
School Board. The convention gave the 
Brotherhood the assignment. 

Otherwise, the reports of auxiliaries 
—Laymen’s Movement, Women’s Mis- 
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sionary Society, Brotherhood, and Lu- 
ther League—stirred up no discussion. 
All four have been doing good work, 
and were cordially commended. The 
Luther League presented its newly 
elected executive secretary, the Rev. 
Joseph W. Frease, now director of re- 
ligious education of the Ohio Synod. 


New hymns 

A PLAN which may eventually affect 
almost every congregation is that of 
the Committee on the Common Service 
Book for a revision of the Hymnal. Ac- 
cording to this plan, three-fourths of 
the present hymnal would be un- 
changed, but in the remaining part 151 
hymns would be dropped and 139 in- 
serted. A final report on this will be 
received at the 1946 convention. In case 
of favorable action, the book could be 
prepared for publication about 1948. 

Along with this report, nearly a 
score of other committee reports were 
considered rather hurriedly in the 
closing three-hour session of the con- 
vention on Tuesday afternoon, Oct. 17. 


Permanent results 


“I po now declare this Convention 
closed: In the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 
Amen.” Dr. Frederick H. Knubel read 
these traditional words at 4.45 P. M. 
They marked the end of an era in the 
United Lutheran Church. 

New leadership has been chosen. Of 
the officers elected in 1918, none will 
remain in office as the new year dawns. 
Dr. W. H. Greever replaced Dr. M. G. G. 
Scherer as secretary a dozen years ago. 
Mr. Henry Beisler was elected by a re- 
sounding vote at this convention to the 
position of treasurer which was held 
by Dr. E. Clarence Miller from 1918 
until his death early this year. Dr. 
Franklin Clark Fry is soon to become 
president in place of Dr. Knubel. 

For a dozen other key positions, new 
appointments are being made. Dr. C, P. 
Harry and Dr. Mary Markley retire 
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from full-time service of the Board of 
Education. Next October Dr. Nathan 
R. Melhorn will complete his twenty- 
fifth and last year as editor of THE 
LUTHERAN. 

Along with changes in personnel, 
there is a tendency toward centralizing 
responsibility. The new Church House 
in New York City will provide a base 
for competent direction of the church’s 
work. It was decided in Minneapolis 
that the Board of Foreign Missions is 
to move its headquarters from Balti- 
more to the new Church House. 

The National Lutheran Council, also 
with headquarters in the Church House, 
is becoming an increasingly important 
agency in directing the work of the 
total Lutheranism of America. Its new 
constitution was unanimously adopted 
at the Twin Cities convention. 

Along with personnel and centraliza- 
tion, there is a strong appeal for larger 
giving by the church to finance an in- © 
creasing program. The income objec- 
tive of the United Lutheran Church 
was increased from $2,000,000 a year to — 
$2,500,000, with the provision for a 
greatly implemented promotion staff to 
impress the needs upon every church © 
member. It is evident that our church 
is restless about its feeble efforts to 
enlist the generous financial support of | 
its people. The efforts compare very 
unfavorably with those of Christians in 
many other church bodies. . 

Minneapolis marks a turning point. © 
This is the most obvious fact that can 
be reported about the U. L. C. conven- 
tion in 1944, 

Another thing about Minneapolis 
which delegates will not soon forget is 
that they have grand weather there in 
October. The sun shone brightly each 
day from October 11 to 17, and Dr. 
Paul Wetzler’s “committee on atmos- 
phere” took all the credit for it. 

“West coast—unpleasant. East coast 
—unusual, Minneapolis—68° Perfect,” 
the “committee” proudly reported on: 
the convention bulletin board. 
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TEXTS AND COMMENTS 


GROWTH IN GRACE 

Read Philippians 1: 2-11. 

WHEN your children spring into ado- 
lescence the marked transformations 
physically and mentally impress you. 
To what extent do you watch the spir- 
itual development of your offspring? 


Grow in the grace and knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. II Peter 
3: 18. ‘ 

GRowInG IN GRACE AND KNOWLEDGE. 
A returned marine told us he did not 
worry or complain about “hardships.” 
“Tt’s all in the state of one’s mind,” he 
said, “and we even laughed and sang 
when standing in mud to our hips, and 
cracked jokes in our fox-holes while 
facing the enemy.” But built-up stam- 
ina, technical knowledge and superior 
equipment, he admitted, could not sub- 
stitute for faith in God’s aid. The un- 
dergirding grace of Jesus Christ and the 
knowledge of His presence sustain and 
_gladden the spirit as can no discipline 
or passing optimism. 


And the grace of our Lord abounded 
exceedingly with faith and love which is 
in Christ Jesus. I Timothy 1:14. 

OVERFLOWING IN FarrH anp Love. The 
grace of Jesus Christ overflows into a 
gracious life. “Our love for God must 
find its expression in love for our fel- 
lowmen.” Saul the blasphemer and per- 
secutor became Paul the apostle when 
God’s grace gripped him. The will to 
war is converted into the desire to save 
and serve, when Christ confronts the 
sinner. Faith and love supplant un- 
belief and hate when His grace takes 
possession. 


In everything ye were enriched in him. 
I Corinthians 1: 5. 

ENRICHED IN CurIsTIAN Lire. Growth 
in grace brings spiritual enrichment. 
“In everything”—“in all utterance and 
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—By J. WILLIAM McCAULEY 


all knowledge,” “unto all liberality,” 
“with thanksgiving,” “in righteous- 
ness,” in “peace which passeth all un- 
derstanding,’ with “joy in the Holy 
Ghost’”—are expressions of the grace- 
filled apostle to describe the enriched 


experiences of the Christian. 


That ye, having always all sufficiency in 
everything, may abound unto every good 
work, I Corinthians 9: 8. 

ABOUNDING IN Goop Works. “The 
church that is not a missionary church 
will soon be a missing church,” is a 
statement of fact more than of theory. 
But an expanding church must have 
an expansive spirit—an inner vitality. 
Like the invisible life in the tree roots 
which rend resisting rocks, so the 
power of God’s grace in human hearts 
bursts through all hindrances and finds 
expression in Christian service. 


There are seven pipes to each of the 
lamps, which are upon the top thereof; 
and two olive trees by it. Zechariah 4: 2, 3. 

ENnasLeD BY Means or Grace. In 
Zechariah’s vision each of “the seven 
lamps” is fed by the “seven pipes” 
which lead to the oil of the olive trees. 
These lamps are revealed in John’s 
Patmos vision as “the seven churches,” 
which shine with the seven-fold light 
of truth and fire of love as Jesus the 
Christ “walks among the candlesticks.” 
No benedictions can be radiated with- 
out the spiritual conduits which con- 
vey the inexhaustible inflow from “the 
tree of life.” Refuse the means of grace 
and the lights go out. 


INFINITE Fatuer, grant that by Thy 
Spirit we may be enabled to press on 
toward the mark of our high calling in 
Christ Jesus and to attain more fully 
His graciousness and love. In His name 
we ask it. Amen. 


IN THE WORLD'S EVE 


A Unique weather bureau is operat- 
ing in India over the Bay of Bengal. It 
is a long-range plane, manned by two 
pilots of the R.A.F. The Bay of Bengal 
seems to be the hunting ground of dev- 
astating cyclones. Since the reports of 
the local ground stations do not give 
early enough information concerning 
the approach and tricky movements of 
the cyclones, these pilots venture out 
hundreds of miles over the bay. Wher- 
ever they spy threatening or suspicious 
cloud banks, they observe, test, and re- 
port the movements of the forming 
storms back to the land. In this way 
they have given protection to vessels 
by as much as three days’ warning of 
approaching storms. 


France is said to be moving “left” 
politically. The tendency toward a 
- strictly controlled economy is a radical 
departure from France’s traditional pol- 
icy. Even General de Gaulle, usually 
counted among the conservatives at the 
other extreme, is going along with the 
movement. Perhaps he fears to weaken 
his control of the situation otherwise. 
This tendency rests primarily on the 
feeling that France needs a broader de- 
velopment of industry, under national 
financial control, instead of its time- 
honored dependence upon its former 
conservative agricultural back-log. It 
is argued that this course will furnish 
the quickest way toward an economic 
come-back; but the prevalent author- 
itarian winds that always blow strongly 
when militarism holds the field have a 
great deal to do with the decision. It 
remains to be seen whether France will 
be the better for this change of pace, or 
if it will hinder the ‘restoration of its 
former liberties. 
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A Recent weekly issue of The Man-' 


chester Guardian, an influential Eng- 
lish journal, carries the report of its 
Paris correspondent to the effect that 
Marshal Petain had written to General 
de Gaulle, offering to transfer to him 
all the Marshal’s powers as “legal” head 
of the French State. The General 
laughed when he read the letter, and 
left the futile gesture without any ac- 
knowledgment. It was generally ac- 
cepted in the de Gaulle following that 
the letter was sent with the full knowl- 
edge and consent of the Nazi author- 
ities, with the hope that it might cause 
friction and distrust among the many 
sectors of French opinion. Petain ad- 
herents in Paris are few in number; 
but they occupy an influential position, 
and they happen to be precisely those 
with whom the Allied officers and cor- 
respondents mingle in the city’s social 
life. This minority, likewise, whose oc- 
cupations and fortunes were largely 
undisturbed by the Nazi occupation, are 
anxious to ingratiate themselves with 
the Allies and the new French rule 
even as they did with the Germans. It 
is easy to see how resentments and sus- 


picions might be stirred up in other © 


factions. 


When Two Jesuit priests were sent 
to widely separated and distant par- 
ishes (September 28), a curious setup 
was uncovered. For months Father 
Chiramonte had been soothing the ruf- 
fled feelings of the Fascist-minded 
members of the fashionable church of 
San Roberto Bellarmino in Rome. He 
spoke comfortably to those members 
who had grown wealthy through Fas- 
cism, saying that the “cause” still had 
its followers, and had been sanctified 
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by its martyrs. Confusion intruded, 
however (September 24), when Father 
Pignatelli entered the pulpit, presum- 
ably to preach in the same comforting 
way. Unfortunately, the night before 
he had received news that the Germans 
had shot his father and brother as host- 
ages at La Verna. That changed the 
views of the bereaved preacher, and he 
proceeded to utter bitter and fiery 
words against both Nazis and Fascists. 
While this outraged the Fascist-minded 
members, others began to cheer loudly, 
and pandemonium, with a dressing of 
fist-fights, reigned. Hence the exile of 
both priests, to avoid any later charges 
of favoritism. 


When a Naga (Burma) Christian 
pastor was invited by a Japanese civil 
affairs official to carfy on some propa- 
ganda work, he readily agreed: “Of 
course, I will; that is my life’s work.” 
Pleased by the quick consent, the Jap- 
anese official began to outline the prop- 
aganda to be used. But the Naga pas- 
tor interrupted him to say: “You do 
not understand. What I am always 
ready to do is to preach the Gospel to 
~ you or any other Japanese unbeliever.” 
The fate of the Christian pastor, though 
not reported, can easily be imagined. 


Svenska Dagbladet, a prominent 
conservative Swedish journal, reports 
“a real wave of divorces in Oslo.” The 
actions are being brought by Nor- 
wegian women who had married Ger- 
man soldiers of the occupation. The 
flurry has been precipitated by orders 
to all such to report at the Akerhus 
fortress in Oslo to be shipped as fast 
as possible to Germany at the cost of 
the occupying forces. Evidently these 
Norwegian wives of Germans do not 
relish the trip nor what it promises. 
Perhaps they expect, by their requests 
for divorce, not only to escape the un- 
known evils awaiting them, but also to 
accomplish their reinstatement as loyal * 
Norwegians. That outcome is doubtful. 
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As Germans by marriage, they are sub- 
ject to German law; because of their 
changed loyalties they are disliked by 
steadfast Norwegians. They can’t eat 
their cake and have it. 


Sudden stoppage of the blitz that 
swept through France puzzled a great 
many on the home-front who had no 
way of visualizing the conditions. They 
are simple enough and self-explana- 
tory. Every -mile toward. Germany 
lengthened the line of supply, and the 
transportation problems increased 
geometrically. Consider that during 
the month of fast action 2,000,000 tons 
of supplies had to be forwarded, ever 
farther each day, for the 2,000,000 sol- 
diers conducting the pursuit. These 
supplies were carried by motor trucks 
and tanks, whose number can best be 
measured by saying that moving by 
road regulations sixty yards apart, they 
would:stretch 24% times from New York 
to San Francisco. Gasoline kept up with 
the procession not only by other tanks 
and trucks but also through the con- 
tinuous laying of parallel pipe-lines to 
guard against stoppage by any line 
breakage. The end of the blitz came 
when increasing distance and insuf- 
ficient harbor facilities for forwarding 
supplies, combined with the strong po- 
sition reached at length by the Ger- 
mans at the Siegfried Line and the 
Rhine River in their headlong flight, 
necessitated a halt for the massing of 
supplies and the realignment of the 
Allied forces for a new movement. This 
is now an accomplished fact. 


In Passing: A. F. Leslie, a Londoner, 
has received honorable mention be- 
cause he has given 100 pints of blood 
for war casualties... . . In view of the 
tremendous weight of ammunition ex- 
pended in any single..engagement of 
the present war, it is interesting to note 
that the Battle of Waterloo was lost 
and won by a total exchange of only 
thirty-seven tons of cannon balls. 


A MESSAGE FOR 1944 


A Skillful Analyst Presents the Year’s Challenges 


TuosE who seek to think correctly, clearly and fundamentally today are chal- 
lenged at every point, like opposing soldiers under the command to hold their 
position at all costs. It is like trying to hold steadfastly to a charted course on the 
sea in the midst of multiplied and intensified storms. There are currents, counter- 
currents and billows. It is true that the disturbances, however strong, are just 


on the surface, but the navigator is on 
the surface too, and these stormy dis- 
turbances are strong, blinding, driving, 
and truly menacing. 

It is a time when the safety and the 
welfare of the Church demand utmost 
faith, courage and faithfulness. It is a 
time when those charged with the re- 
sponsibilities of leadership must distin- 
guish between incidentals and essen- 
tials in the life and work of the Church, 
and no matter what attention must be 
given to extraordinary incidentals, the 
care for the essentials must be kept as 
a supreme concern. Wars between great 
temporal powers, destruction of human 
lives and of material property, changes 
even in the political, economic and so- 
cial orders under which men live— 
these are all incidental, because they 
are so definitely secular, as compared 
with God’s great redemptive enterprise 
for the eternal salvation and happiness 
of men. It is all the more necessary to 
keep this recognition of relative im- 
portance effectively in thought since 
the Christian knows that peace and 
welfare in the temporal life too are ab- 
solutely dependent upon the realization 
of God’s redemptive purpose in the 
lives of men—no less truly in the tem- 
poral than in the eternal. 


Repeated, Related Crises 

This is a time, therefore, when the) 
contest between the world and Christ 
presents one crisis after another. The 
evil forces of the world are in close 
combination, using the resources of all 
nations, regardless of the bitter con- 
flicts between the nations themselves. 
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That is the strategy of the world. It 
even enlists the resources of human 
idealism and scholarship for the formu- 
lation of plans for human relationships 
which are calculated to deceive those 
who sincerely desire good, by prom- 
ises which it knows will never be re- 
alized. In its supreme dependence upon 
expediency for the accomplishment of 
veiled ends, the world allows, and 
sometimes solicits, a recognition of re- 
ligion, not for the sake of religion but 
for whatever use it can make of it. The 
victories of the world are won by the 
creation of confusion;. the more con- 
fusion, the better for the world. So the 
world glories in “isms,” nationalism, 
racialism, socialism, individualism, 
idealism, humanism, mysticism, and 
numerous other over-valuations of 
ideas and practices. 

It is inevitable, and unavoidable that 
the Church should be involved in this 
confusion, and the constant challenge 
to it is not to be of the world while it: 
must be in the world. The effort, dur- 
ing the biennium now closing, has been 
made to keep the vision of the United 
Lutheran Church clear as to its pri- 
mary mission and as to its position and 
responsibilities, and to come to its con- 
vention with a clear view of the tasks, 


responsibilities, difficulties, and re- 
sources immediately before the Church, 
Still the Same 


Certain things are clear as facts. The 
Lord has made no change in His com- 
prehensive commission to the Church. 
It stands regardless of any changing 
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circumstances. The Church has discov- 
ered no new causes to be added to its 
fundamental program in obedience to 
the divine commission. It has been able 
to give due consideration to that which 
belongs to extraordinary circumstances 
without radical changes in ordinary 
procedures and agencies. No new hu- 
man needs have been discovered which 
require a ministry fundamentally dif- 
ferent from the ministry to which the 
Church has been committed from the 
beginning. 

But it has also become unusually 
clear that the Church as it is, is far 
from being what it ought to be, in spirit, 
in devotion, in loyalty and in faithful- 
ness, in the execution of its ministry, 
and that it is challenged now to a heart- 
searching examination of itself, to a 
deep and genuine repentance for its 
shortcomings, to obedience to an 
aroused conscience, and to a devotion 
which matches its present responsibil- 
ities. This challenge was set forth for 
the consideration of the convention in 
many forms—in reports and resolutions, 
and in supporting factual statements 
and statistics; but it is most specific in 
the studied appeal for advance along 


all lines of service as the appeal comes 
from the Executive Board for an almost 
phenomenal increase in the “income 
objective” for the next years. The rea- 
sonableness of this appeal is apparent 
in the light of the potential resources 
in the membership of the Church, The 
imperative in this appeal is not in the 
requests of the Boards of the Church, 
nor in the recommendation of the Ex- 
ecutive Board, but it is in the revealed 
will of God. It is not in fact, though it 
seems so in form, an appeal for more 
money only. The answer to this chal- 
lenge is in the willingness of the people 
to do what God wills, and their willing- 
ness is measured by their love for the 
God who so loved that He gave His 
Son for the cause in behalf of which 
He asks His people to join with Him. 
Therefore, the primary call to the 
Church now, as always, is so to min- 
ister the means of grace, with zeal, sin- 
cerity and faith, that the Holy Spirit 
may truly convert the wills of men to 
grateful and glad obedience to the will 
of God. This rightly throws emphasis 
upon effective preaching, teaching, 
evangelism and helpful living. These 
are basic but not new. 


A Pledge for These Times 


By JOHN D. M. BROWN 


Wuen West and East clasp hands in brotherhood, 
And men of good will meet to plan for peace, 
We pray that warfare may forever cease 

And all earth’s evil may be changed to good, 
When in the land of sky-blue lakes where stood 


Our Lutheran pioneers to plow and pray, 

We meet as brethren of a later day, 

We pledge anew a greater brotherhood; 

A Church united through each coming day 

In thought, and word, and deed; with faith to see 
God’s plans unfold from darkness into light, 
With wisdom from above to choose our way 
Amid each changing scene, with loyalty 

And zeal to do God’s Holy Will aright. 
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The Editor’s Record 


Convention's Transactions Reported from the Press Table 


First Bustness SEssIon—THURSDAY, 
OcTosER 12, 8.45 A.M. That 8.45 A. M. 
which appears daily on the convention 
program is not a theory. It implies a 
fifteen-minute period of very impres- 
sive devotions at which Chaplain J. 
Henry Harms is the minister. Respect- 
ful of the liturgical practice of the con- 
gregation in whose church the meeting 
occurs, he wears cassock, surplice, and 
stole. Dr. Harms has served as chaplain 
for several conventions. His prayers 
are published for use in the churches. 

At 9.00 o’clock, Dr. Knubel called the 
convention to order and directed the 
assembled delegates in the “formal 
opening.” This is a responsive service 
which consists of versicles‘from the 
psalms and five brief but carefully pre- 
pared collects. Then followed the pres- 
ident’s declaration that the convention, 
in the name of the Triune God,-is open 
and the solemn invocation 

“And now may the Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, Who hath called us with 
an holy calling, and hath committed 
to our trust the glorious Gospel of the 
grace of God, make you to increase 
and abound in love toward one an- 
other, and toward all men, that you 
may be steadfast, unmovable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord.” 


This was convention Number 14 of 
the United Lutheran Church in Amer- 
ica. At twelve of the fourteen Dr. 
Knubel officiated as the presiding of- 
ficer. A few preliminaries in the way 
of announcements, reception of a gavel, 
and exchange of greetings consumed a 
brief period, and then the convention 
entered upon its business “according to 
plan.” The “agenda”—to use the high- 
brow name for program—seeks, but 
rarely achieves perfectly, an order of 
business which has been worked out in 
advance, largely by the officers of the 
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Church. At Minneapolis, “as usual,” 
the report of President Knubel led off. 
It was not read, but was referred to the 
Committee on the President’s Report. 
Tue LUTHERAN published it in full. 
Because the President is ex officio 
chairman of the Secretaries’ Commit- 


Franklin C. Fry, D.D., 
U. L. C. A.'s Second President 


tee, and the Secretary of Promotion is 
secretary of that group, the biennium’s 
engagements in promotion followed the 


- reception of the President’s Report. Dr. 


F. Eppling Reinartz presented a resume 
of past proceedings—of which the ef- 
forts “to carry 1942’s transactions to the 
people” was first reported. He esti- 
mated that 1,800 post-convention meet- 
ings were held and that 800 persons 
helped in the project by visiting con- 
gregations. 
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Walton H. Greever, D.D., LL.D., 
Re-elected Secretary 


Two promotion highlights were re- 
ported as having had the support of the 
Promotion Department. One was Em- 
phasis on the Christian Home, and the 
second, the celebration of the Twenty- 
fifth Anniversary of the U. L. C. A. 
Then there was the holding of a “School 
of Missions,” at Gettysburg, Pa., and 
the “follow up” parish and district pro- 
grams in parishes. 

For the present biennium, the pro- 
motion focus is on the exhortation, “Be 
Christian”: that is, Search the Scrip- 
tures, Live Helpfully, and Win Others. 
It was in Dr. Reinartz’s report that the 
objective in terms of money made its 
initial bow to the delegates, $2,500,000 
to be actually assigned to parishes and 
to be paid in full. Nobody gasped, but 
we at the press table suspected that 
speeches pro and con would be made 
when the Executive Board’s report 
reached the item of 1945’s budget. 

But meantime elections were in prog- 
ress, beginning with that for President. 
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Prior to this session there was talk 
about a change in the official personnel 
of the U. L. C. A., but when the bal- 
loting was concluded (it required four 
ballots for the president’s election) the 
tellers reported votes— 

For President Fry, 358 

For Secretary Greever, 416 

For Treasurer Beisler, 420 


THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 


FoLLowi1ne reception of the reports of 
its President, Secretary, and Treasurer, 
the convention began its consideration 
of the Report of the Executive Board. 
This group of fifteen—the three officers 
ex officio and twelve others chosen by 


Mr. Henry Beisler, 
Elected Treasurer of U. L. C. A. 


ballot—function in half a dozen differ- 
ent ways: in mechanical terms, they are 
brakes, transmission, throttle, selective 
gear, steering wheel, and by commit- 
ment power reservoir. They are not 
the whole Church: their area of juris- 
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diction does not extend primarily into 
the synods and congregations. But 
from the distinctively U. L. C. A.’s zone 
of influence, the Executive Board is the 
Church ad interim. 

Their importance entitles them to be- 
ing named in this story of a great con- 
vention. They are President Knubel, 
Secretary Greever, Treasurer Beisler; 
and the brethren are C. B. Foelsch, 
W. A. Hanson and Rees E. Tulloss, 
schoolmen; H. H. Bagger, F. C. Fry, 
and Paul H. Krauss, pastors of congre- 
gations; Edward Rinderknecht, Judge 
James F. Henninger, Charles B. Zim- 
merman, and W. T. Stauffer, attorneys- 
at-law; and W. H. Stackel, banker. 
Treasurer Beisler is a business man. All 
these men have been commended to the 
Church because of their high character 
and regard for the Church. The variety 
of their accomplishments enables them 
to deal with the variety of issues and 
problems which require action. 


119 Items 


A vague notion of their activities 
since the 1942 convention is derived 
from the number of pages in the Bul- 
letin required for their report and the 
number of items by which it is classified. 
It begins on page 24 of the 383-page 
Bulletin and uses part of page 97 for its 
concluding paragraphs. Its major sub- 
divisions are ten in number and, ex- 
cepting the sixth, each subdivides into 
two or more subjects which were en- 
titled to the Board’s consideration. We 
recite the main subdivisions. 

1. Concerning the Executive Board— 
10 items. 

2. Matters referred from 1942’s con- 
vention—22 items. 


3. Synods—Their responses to U. L. 


C. A. obligations—15 items. 


: . ri } 
4. Boards, Commissions, Committees, 


and Auxiliaries—24 items. 

5. Finance—27 items. 

6. Lutheran Church House, U. L. 
C. A.—overhead and purchase of 231 
Madison Avenue, New York—one item. 
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7. National Lutheran Council—2 
items, 

8. Federal Council of Churches of 
Christ in America—2 items. 

9. World Conference for Faith and 
Order and World Council of Churches 
—3 items. 

10. Miscellaneous—13 items. 

Quite obviously, THe LuTHERAN, 
within the space it can allot to the ac- 
tivity of the Executive Board, cannot 
present its report item by item as it 
received the attention of the delegates. 


E. Clarence Miller, LL.D., 
Treasurer of U. L. C. A., 1918-1944 


We shall need to confine our descrip- 
tions to a few of the total 119 subjects. 

Of grave moment to the Church was 
the action taken following the death of 
E. Clarence Miller, LL.D., which oc- 
curred March 3, 1944. The Executive 
Board at the following meeting, April 
13, held a memorial service and drafted 
for its records a “Tribute to E. Clarence 
Miller.” This minute, in which a mourn- 
ing Church expresses its gratitude to 
our Lord to whom his fidelity was di- 
rected and its appreciation of his great 
work, was adopted by the convention 
as the first item of the Executive 
Board’s report. 
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U. L. C. A. Officers 


Fourteenth Biennial Convention Elections Significant 


A CONSIDERABLE degree of routine 
characterizes a U. L. C. A. biennial 
convention. There is sameness, neces- 
sarily, in preliminaries, such as greet- 
ings from the host church or organiza- 
tion. One is pleased to note that each 
of the fourteen cities to which the dele- 
gates have come has accorded them 
warm hospitality. Usually the com- 
munity participates in the welcome by 
the presence and greeting of an of- 
ficial. In Minneapolis, Governor Thye 
spoke cordially, having been intro- 
duced by the Rev. Dr. W. P. Christy 
of Minneapolis. A witty and relevant 
response to the governor’s speech was 
made by Dr. C. C. Stoughton, president 
of Wagner College, Staten Island, New 
York. 

In both church and state the accom- 
plishments of the people in this portion 
of North America entitle them to “point 
with pride” to the fruit of their labor. 
The Commonwealth of Minnesota is not 
yet a century old, and the United Lu- 
theran Church in this area needs look 
back over much less than a hundred 
years to be in the period of its found- 
ers. The patriarch of the region is the 
late William A. Passavant—Prophet, 
Philanthropist and Patriarch. The next 
company of churchmen is headed by 
actual founders of churches; such as 
Trabert, Frick, and Gerberding. Now 
there are a hundred and more pastors 
and parishes, most of them beyond the 
mission stage. 

Minnesota and adjacent territory 
were attractive to immigration, espe- 
cially to Scandinavians, who found in 
its broad acres and laws the oppor- 
tunity to satisfy land hunger and to 
own their homes. Among their free- 
doms was complete escape from church 
obligations which were irksome be- 
cause they were dictated. Most of the 
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features of pioneer days have disap- 
peared, but a sufficient number of “old 
timers” remain to pass on to a future 
generation the valiant deeds of their 
fathers and grandfathers. They have a 
right to feel pride in what has been 
done and to express their feeling. 


The Second Generation 

Among the annually recurring items 
at the beginning of the program of each 
convention is the election of President, 
Secretary and Treasurer. No nomina- 
tions are made, and the term of service 
for each is two years. But differing 
from elections to boards, no limit is 
placed on the number of successive 
terms to which these three officials are 
eligible. 

The original three (1918 convention) 
were Dr. F. H. Knubel, president; Dr. 
M. G. G. Scherer, secretary; and Dr. 
E. Clarence Miller, treasurer. Dr. 
Scherer died in 1932. Dr. A. R. Wentz 
was appointed by the Executive Board 
to serve until the convention at Phila- 
delphia could elect the present in- 
cumbent of the office, Dr. Walton H. 
Greever. The death of Dr. E. Clarence 
Miller last March required provision of 
a treasurer for the interval from then 
until the Minneapolis convention. Mr. 
Henry Beisler was so delegated. 

It was in the election of President 
that evidence appeared of the shift from 
the first to what, for lack of a better 
term, one may call the second genera- 
tion of the U. L. C. A.’s leadership. Dr. 
Knubel, last of the first trio of officers, 
was relieved of the heavy burdens of 
the presidency and Dr. Franklin C, Fry 
was chosen to succeed him. The routine 
of election was followed: on the fourth 
ballot the decision of the convention 
was registered. Dr. Knubel, in declar- 
ing the election of Dr. Fry, referred to 
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the manner in which the highest officer 
is chosen and expressed his complete, 
his own confidence that the choice was 
in accord with the will of the Head of 
the Church. 

Dr. Fry accepted his election as like- 
wise a call from his Lord to a sphere 
of service differing from the pastorates 
in which he had hitherto served. The 
convention was undivided in its esteem 
for its first chief executive and in its 
readiness to give complete loyalty to 
the regime of his successor. 


Frederick H. Knubel, D.D., LL.D., 
President, 1918-1944 


No valuation of Dr. Knubel’s services 
was given expression in sessions of the 
convention, but glimpses of the great 
scope of his influence were afforded by 
the addresses of his contemporaries in 
the executive offices of Augustana, 
Norwegian Free, and United Norwegian 
Synods, when Drs. Bersell, Burntvedt, . 
and Aasgaard brought greetings to the 
convention on President’s Night, Octo-.\ 
ber 13. His leadership beyond his own 
parish and synod was first an asset to 
the church and nation in 1917 when he 
was chosen president of the National 
Soldiers’ and Sailors’ ‘Commission. In 
1918 as president of the U. L. C. A. he 
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accepted the obligation of his office in 
bringing the Commission’s affairs to 
conclusion and in directing the policies 
of the National Lutheran Council. In 
1928, he was chosen a member of the 
Executive Committee of the Lutheran 
World Convention, a position in which 
he has given continued and effective 
service. He has made the executive de- 
cisions by which the U. L. C. A.’s con- 
nections with and relations to other re- 
ligious bodies have been kept in artic- 
ulation with the Lutheran conception 
of the community of believers. 

Dr. Knubel’s usual good health has 
been interrupted during the thirteenth 
biennium ofthe U. L. C. A. The Church 
realizes that he has given to its service 
what have proven to be overdrafts on 
his physical energies. The hope is cher- 
ished that under lessened responsibil- 
ities the resources of his trust in our 
Lord, his consecration to the obligations 
of the church, and his long and ecu- 
menical experiences may be available 
to the U. L. C. A. in the form of wise 
counseling. 


The Second President 

Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, the man 
chosen to be the second president of 
the United Lutheran Church in Amer- 
ica, is the son of the beloved former 
Executive Secretary of the Board of 
American Missions, Dr. F. F. Fry, and 
the grandson of the eloquent preacher, . 
teacher and administrator, Dr. Jacob 
Fry. His mother is Mrs. Minnie C. 
(McKeown) Fry. Dr. Fry was born in 
1900. He is married to the former Hilda 
A. Drewes of New York City. They 
have three children aged sixteen, four- 
teen and nine years. Dr. Fry’s present 
parish is Trinity Church, Akron, Ohio, 
a large congregation when he came to 
it in 1930 and now numbering “over 
2,000 in its membership.” Beyond local 
activities, he has been of great service 
to the Synod of Ohio, and to the United 
Lutheran Church, to whose Executive 
Board he was elected in 1942. 
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Well-planned preparedness, extended 
contacts, consecration and courage in 
service, are forms of energy on which 
he can draw: they are his own. He has 
also the co-operation of a very able 
and numerous group of contemporaries, 
leaders in their synods and boards. He 
will accept stewardship of the resources 
accumulated by and for the United Lu- 
theran Church in the last twenty-five 
years as capital to be conserved and 
increased. 


IMPRESSIVE FIGURES 


A helpful way of approach to the 
U. L. C. A.’s activities is by means of 
the Treasurer’s Report. It was exhil- 
arating at Minneapolis. The Bulletin 
recorded top receipts on benevolent 
_ causes, by years: 


July 1, 1942 to June 30, 19483— 
$1,286,145.70 

July 1, 1943 to June 30, 1944— 
$1,590,894.32 

Also received by the Treasury under 
the heading Specials— 

July 1, 1942 to June 30, 1943— 
$656,102.00 

July 1, 1943 to June 30, 1944— 
$1,195,080.31 


We found joy in adding these four items 
to get the biennium’s gross total: it is 
$4,638,222.33. Some “odds and ends” of 
receipts which we preferred to ignore 
would probably swell the total to at 
least $4,750,000, a sum easy to remem- 
ber. © ; 

The records show that this report was 
one of the most thrilling factors in the 
week’s proceedings. It encouraged the 
brethren to thank God and to take 
courage. With its possibilities before 
them, they revised their budget up- 
ward and set a goal for 1945, which is 
both reflective of the opportunities we 
have to serve and faith in the capacity 
of the U. L. C. A.’s members to do right 
by their Church. 

One can discern the “anatomy” of 
our community of believers in this re- 
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port of the treasurer by noting how its 
several parts are named in the statistics 
of receipts. On three different pages 
Mr. Beisler reported the names of 
thirty-two synods and the amounts of 
money received from each. Then the 
turn of the pages showed “who got the 
money,” namely, the agencies through 
whose management funds are applied. 
These are American, Foreign, Social, 
Deaconess, Education, Pensions, Par- 
ish and Church School, and Executive 
Boards, plus the American Bible So- 
ciety and National Lutheran Council. 
Another interesting pair of pages are 
the two which indicate gifts to “special” 
causes. For the year ending June 30, 
1944, thirty-six items are named, of 
which the Women’s Missionary So- 
ciety’s contribution is $312,788.43 and 
the total given to World Service is 
$690,980.96. 
Also to the Treasurer’s Report, one 
looks to see what the U. L, C. A. Ex- 
ecutive Board spent on its conduct of 
affairs. They are budgeted to receive 
4.24 per cent of the receipts on bénev- 
olent causes, out of which are paid of- 
ficers’ and clerks’ salaries, .Church 
House maintenance, committee ex- 
penses, convention costs, and an im- 
pressive list of incidentals. They en- 
tered the biennium with a balance July 
1, 1942 of $26,499.16. They received 
$129,000, and closed the biennium with 
a cash balance of $25,718.86. Not bad. 


SEEN IN THE LARGE 


In another section of this issue, THE 
LUTHERAN contains abbreviations of the 
reports from the Boards and agencies 
through whom the United Lutheran 
Church in America carries on its activ- 
ities. Here the effort is to portray the 
convention in the large. First one looks 
at the list of items to which the con- 
sideration of the delegates was dirécted. 
They number thirty-seven and divide 
into three groups—Reports from (1) 
the Officers and Elective Agencies, (2) 
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Committees and Commissions, (3) So- 
cieties, etc. The above are titles of re- 
ports which can be scheduled. 
Distributed over nine business ses- 
sions they are “musts,” because through 
them the Church obtains an account of 
its several activities during the bien- 
nium. Not many items of business be- 
yond what belongs to these reports re- 
ceive time for consideration. There are 


Faith and Decision 


a few “official” receptions of fraternal 
visitors from other Lutheran bodies; 
and on three afternoons the first item 
of business is the Report of the Com- 
mittee on Reference and Counsel. The 
job of this agency is to sift out the es- 
sential proposals received from dele- 
gates and permit a hearing on them by 
the convention. An idea has to be good 
to emerge from this committee. 


Actions on Budget Significant of U, L. C. A.’s Enterprise 


Recommended that the Executive Board submit to the 
Minneapolis Convention the following budget for the year 
1945 (in accordance with action by the Louisville Con- 
vention, U. L, C. A. Minutes, p. 265), and for the years 
1946 and 1947, 


THE BUDGET 
APPROPRIATION 
(a) Items to be a first charge against apportionment receipts: 
Biennial’ Convention’ caccucsctatctassnencrecckcicestussesnnhatuansttioiiguthsaceceorcuah taney $ 20,000 
Stewardship end: Promotlonie-ciaassiceniaart crtavdodatiesusentinms esate nt 35,000 | 
$ 55,000 
ALLOCATED PoRTION 
(b) Items to be paid from the next $1,500,000 of appor- 
tionment receipts, distributed in accordance with the 
following percentage table: 
Percentage 
Board or Agency Allocation Amount 
Board: of Foreign’ Missions iitiicsassctsestuerececiecsveregheaccssctsoerasenns 29.25 $438,750 
Board of American Missions 35.75 536,250 
Board of Education. ............. 9.50 142,500 
Boarde or Social WIsstons: ciishacedowuicanciecasteteaen cnr 2.00 30,000 
Board of Ministerial Pensions and Relief ....cccccscssseeonens 12.75 191,250 
Board#om Deaconess aw On sacnrista.ceiccrunhnanecnraietins 3.00 45,000 " 
Parish and Church School Board ....cccccssssssssescssersssensseees 1.50 22,500 
Bixecutive sAOard \isiccansasine cranial Gertie dir okassaetsumennects 4.25 63,750 
National Lutheran Cotinolll < titca tanita cteicvettvoapsanvaresvccvary 2.00 30,000 
‘ — $1,500,000 
: UNALLOWED Portion 
(c) Item for meeting the developing opportunities in the 
life and work of the Church (to be allocated to meet 
needs such as those listed in this pamphlet") ....... fovea Ural Rati yak eat $ 945,000 
Total “BQGREe  aitacitaie teeta TORT RCE Uae erate $2,500,000 


There was a time in the long experi~ 
ence of American Lutheranism when 
the term “budget” was not exactly pop- 
ular: it was unused in its present sig- 
nificance in ecclesiastical circles of 


highly respected piety. To figure in 
terms of money the operations of the 
holy Christian church, to assemble and 
tabulate their costs and then to dis- 
tribute them on a per capita basis 


*N. B.—The pamphlet indicating the developing opportunities will be published in a later issue. 
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among those enrolled in congregations 
was worldly. Fancy a budget among 
churches where “what falls” in the col- 
lection plates on four or fewer Sundays. 

The idea still prevails that there is 
something incongruous in “appealing 
for money.” We reason oddly about 
dollars and church duties. We dodge 
the responses to the sense of obligation 
to God by inquiring: Who will con- 
tribute the money? But perhaps here 


~ is an instance in which the children of 


this world have been wiser than the 
children of light, and we are awakening 
to the situation. Certainly the way the 
representatives of U. L. C. A. churches 
“behaved” when the item of the Execu- 
tive Board’s Report was reached bore 
no resemblance to a “what falls” for- 


- mula. In fact, it reflected Dr. Bagger’s 


convention sermon’s declaration about 
Laissez Faire: “It is not enough.” 

As divided for consideration, the next 
biennium, 1946 and 1947, was first ap- 
proved. Then 1945’s “assignment for 
special causes” was adopted, but in two 
parts: $1,500,000 will be distributed 
among the synods as indicated in the 


~ section “Allocated Portion.” The other 


sums, $55,000 and $945,000, will be 
similarly distributed and earmarked, 
“For meeting the developing oppor- 
tunities in the life and work of the 
church.” 

The presentation of this budget was 
opened with two inspiring addresses: 
one by the Rev. Dr. Paul H. Krauss, 
and the second by Mr. W. H. Stackel. 
Their addresses dealt with the confer- 
ences among the representatives of the 
boards, the Finance Committee and the 
officers of the Church. The work to be 
done, which in the economy of estab- 
lishing the Kingdom means drafts upon 
divine grace, was given primary con- 
sideration. Then costs were computed 
and the resolution reached to bring 
causes and costs to the convention. It 
was remembered that 1945’s budget had 
been adopted two years ago and sev- 
eral synods have published the distri- 
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bution of their allotments to their con- 
gregations. But the situation is so ex- 
ceptional, both in necessity and oppor- 
tunity, as to persuade the delegates to 
carry the story to the churches and dis- 
tribute the sums, with the understand- 
ing that the increases in amounts are 
expressive of the times and property 
reported. 

With the change in distribution men- 
tioned, the resolution was adopted. The 
elaborated, multiplied, faith-charged 
plan to get to the congregations will be 
in Tue LutHerAN in later issues. 


CHARACTERISTIC No. 3 


Mention has already been made of 
the inspiration derived from the ad- 
dresses of Dr. Krauss and Mr. Stackel. 
Others followed, less formal but equally 
testifying to the convictions of the spon- 
sors of this budget. One felt the thrill 
which always exists in an environment 
when the servants of God speak what 
their minds and souls dictate for utter- 
ance. The third characteristic of this 
convention appeared—of which there 
was evidence in Dr. Bagger’s sermon, 
in Dr. Harms’ “chapel talks” and in the 
spirit of the men dealing with the reso- 
lutions. This second generation.of U. L. 
C. A. leaders have confidence in their 
ability to realize the program. They are 
convinced—as were the followers of 
Jesus in the days following Pentecost— 
that the program has divine favor, that 
divine grace will empower it, and that 
the workers by thousands will take on 
their tasks when shown the objectives. 

Even Lutheran unity—that perennial 
subject of hope, debate, and excuses— 
was relegated to a subordinate place. . 
The convention bore witness to con- 
fidence in the program and in the plan 
to put it across. Co-operation will be 
welcomed, but its arrival will not con- 
dition the effort. The U. L. C. A., rich 
in the faith and achievements of its first 
quarter of a century, means to go for- 
ward into another twenty-five-year 
period of conquest for God. 
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MUSINGS OF A 


MINISTER’S 


WIFE 


Questions and More Questions 


I Hap already rung twice. To keep on 
pushing the button seemed a bit rude. 

Somewhere in the distance I could 
hear a vacuum cleaner running. Per- 
haps Mrs. Benson wouldn’t be as glad 
to see me this afternoon as she usually 
is. Still, I had this paper of Jerry’s to 
get rid of. If I stuck it. back in my 
handbag, it might never be seen again. 
I shouldn’t have mentioned the fact that 
I intended to drop in on Mrs. Benson 
on my way to the Style Nook. 

Jerry had pricked up his ears at once. 
“Mrs. Benson? Then perhaps you can 
take this estimate from the carpenter. 
We asked for an estimate on fixing 
those back stairs at the church, and, as 
usual, it has been sent here instead of 
to Mr. Benson as chairman of the 
building committee. Certainly makes 
a fellow feel important the way every- 
one seems to think he’s the whole 
church. Church council, sexton, choir 
mother, president of the Ladies’ Aid— 
no matter whom people want to con- 
tact, they send everything to me. No 
wonder a minister is tempted to think 
he runs the whole show.” 

“Just to preserve you from any such 
sinful pride, I’ll be glad to take the 
paper down to Mr. Benson. No swelled 
heads in this parsonage.” 

“Don’t worry! For every incident 
that puffs up one’s vanity, there are two 
that deflate it. Did I tell you about the 
old lady at the Sister of Dorcas meet- 
ing?” > 

“The one who said, ‘Young man, 
when you can pray as well as you can 
preach you'll be a good minister’? That 
ought to take you down a peg. Well, 
even if you are feeling sufficiently hum- 
ble, Pll still be glad to take the esti- 
mate to Mr. Benson.” 

So here I stood on the Benson door- 


20 


step, trying to decide whether I should 
keep on ringing and make a nuisance 
of myself or go on my way without 
performing my errand. As a compro- 
mise, I slipped the paper into the mail- 
box. I’d telephone later and tell them 
where it was. 


“Mrs. Lathrop!” I had just reached 


the end of the walk when Mrs. Benson 
called my name. I turned to see a cot- 


ton-turbaned head peeking around the © 


corner of the door. “Come on back! 
I. thought I heard someone. At first I 
wasn’t sure. Then I wanted to have a 
good look at my caller before I opened 
the door. I wouldn’t want anyone but 


a good friend to catch me looking like © 


this!” 
I had turned back to talk to her, but 
I halted on the bottom step. “House- 


cleaning? Then you won’t want a vis- - 


itor. I’ve put something from my hus- 
band in the mailbox. Ill come back 
and talk when you aren’t so busy.” 
“Indeed, you'll come in right now. 
I’m at a good stopping place and glad 
to see you. Come on in, or I'll think 
you are afraid of my dust-cap.” 
“Afraid? I’m envious.” I laughed, 
allowing myself to be drawn in and 
piloted toward the living room. “How 
lovely your new curtains look.” 
“Now sit down and help me eat up 
this popcorn candy. They had so much 
of at at /the Halloween party at the 
club, I bought a lot that was left.” 


“I was sorry to miss the party. Was 


it fun?” 

“As much fun as those things ever 
are. How was the one at the Center?” 

“Grand! The young people took hold, 
and we really had to do very little to 
help. It was fun to see what fun they 
were having. Sandra had brought three 
girls from her department.” 
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“She has turned into a nice young- 
ster, hasn’t she?” 

“She’s returned to her natural self. 
When she came to town, the combina- 
tion of plenty of money and no super- 
vision went to her head a bit.” 

“Did you ever see anyone as pleased 
as she is about her aunt and uncle join- 
ing the church? She tells me Mr. 
Lathrop is giving them instruction at 
home. Isn’t he having an adult class 
which will be received into member- 
ship at Advent?” 

“The Haineses were shy about com- 
ing to a class. Mr. Haines thinks there’s 
so much he doesn’t know and he 
doesn’t want to ‘expose his ignorance,’ 
as he says, to anyone but my husband.” 

“Some people are shy when you’d 
never expect it. Tell me, did Mark and 
Joan enjoy Halloween?” 

“They had a wonderful time. For- 
tunately, they were both invited to 
parties elsewhere, so aside from helping 
with their costumes, I didn’t have to 
do much. The house wasn’t turned up- 
side down as it usually is. Our major 
difficulties were theological.” 

“Theological!” 

“Jerry happened to say that the Ref- 
ormation season was pretty well over- 
shadowed by the Halloween festivities. 
Then Mark wanted to know why 
Luther picked Halloween to post his 
theses. Jerry tried to explain the im- 
portance of All Saints’ “Day, which 
would bring a crowd to the church next 
day. That opened up the subject of 
saints and angels and souls in general. 
You know Mark! He wants everything 
tagged and labeled. And of course Joan 
parroted all his questions, with a few 
more of her own. Jerry tried to answer 
as fully as he could, because Mark has 
been very much concerned about the 
future life ever since Sarah’s baby died. 
But naturally there are all sorts of 
questions that can’t be answered ex- 
cept to say, ‘We don’t know. We trust 
God’s goodness and mercy.’ ” 

“And of course a boy Mark’s age 
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hasn’t run up against many’ things that 
have to be answered that way.” 

“Exactly! Modern youngsters are 
used to having their questions an- 
swered. They know that the earth is 
round and how big it is at the middle. 
They know that the sun is a ball of fire 
and the distance to the nearest star 
outside the solar system. They know 
how the mountains were formed and 
why the sea is salt. And because they 
know so many things they think they 
ought to know all the answers.” 

“Only time will teach them how 
many questions life holds to which the 
only possible answer is faith in a God 
who is immeasurably better than the 
men He has created.” She paused, as 
though about to say more. Apparently 
she thought better of it, for she went 
on gaily, “We’re getting into deep 
water. Here, have another popcorn 
ball.” 

“Think of my girlish figure! Besides 
I must run along if I’m to pick up the 
dress I’m having shortened at the Style 
Nook. And I know you want to get 
back to work.” 

We were back on safe “woman talk,” 
as Jerry calls it. Nevertheless, I won- 
dered with more affectionate concern 
than curiosity about the “questions” in 
my friend’s life to which the only an- 
swer was faith. 

The conversation had gone from my 
mind, however, by the time I reached 
home, The children were not home yet, 
fortunately. Big as they are, I hate to 
have them return to an empty house. 

Joan came in bubbling with the news 
of her afternoon, gobbled three cookies 
and a glass of milk, then fled for 
Phyllis’s. As she went out the door, 
Mark came in, his feet dragging, his 
face woebegone. My heart took a three- 
story plunge. 

“No, thanks, Mother. I’m not hun- 
gry. No, there’s nothing you can do. 
No, I’m all right. It’s just something 
I have to decide.” 

Inwardly, I groaned. What now? 
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RECOMMENDATIONS OFFERED BY BOARDS 


Board of Foreign Missions 


1. That we humbly acknowledge and 
profoundly thank Almighty God for the 
tender mercies and many blessings 
which He has showered upon our ef- 
forts to carry out the Great Commis- 
sion and to fit additional precious liv- 
ing stones into the structure of His 
kingdom which, through His Church, 
He is building upon earth. Despite war, 
persecution, dislocation of travel, eco- 
nomic stresses, political turmoil, and 
social revolutions our witness to Jesus 
Christ as the only Saviour of man, as 
the Prince of Peace, and the Solvent 
of all human ills and problems has been 
divinely rewarded and blest. Soli deo 
gloria! (To God alone be glory.) 

2. That, though the forces of Satan 
and Iniquity often seem to have the 
mastery over the forces of God and 
Good, we reaffirm our basic and im- 
mutable faith that “all flesh shall see 
the salvation of God,” “that the earth 
shall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord as the waters cover the sea,” that 
“He will bless us... and we shall be a 
blessing ... and in us shall all the fam- 
ilies of the earth be blest,” and that 
“the prospects are just as bright as the 
promises of God.” 

3. That we express our awareness of 
the. great needs, spiritual and other- 
wise, in many nations and the extra- 
ordinary and propitious conditions that 
prevail for the ministering of those 
needs with the all-sufficient Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. That we, therefore, joy- 
fully, gratefully, energetically, and sac- 
rificially “strengthen and lengthen” our; 
and all other foreign mission enter- 
‘prises, with fervent prayer, generous 
contributions, and with increasing num- 
bers of desperately needed missionary 
personnel. 

4. That we thank Almighty God for 
the response of many congregations 
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throughout the Church to the program 
of Parish Education in World Evan- 
gelism as outlined in the handbook 
“Forth,” and now urge all congrega- 
tions to sponsor this program. 

5. That we express deep appreciation 
to our missionaries, all of whom have 
demonstrated “hardness” in these times 
of stress and trial as good soldiers of 
Jesus Christ. 

6. That we. commend the younger 
churches for their noteworthy progress 
towards autonomy and for their in- 
creased emphasis upon evangelism and 
self-support. 

7. That the application of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church in British 
Guiana to be received as an associate 
synod of the United Lutheran Church 
in America be approved. 

8. That the President of the United 
Lutheran Church in America be re- 
quested to dispatch to the Mission and 
the Church in the Argentine a message 
of warm-hearted greetings and felicita- 
tions upon the occasion of their Twenty- 
fifth Anniversary. 


All recommendations were adopted. 


National Lutheran Council 


1. That the convention hear Dr. Ralph 
H. Long, Executive Director, and mem- 
bers of the staff of the Council whom he ~ 
may present to the Church. 

2. That the United Lutheran Church 


‘in America approve the Constitution of 


the National Lutheran Council. 

3. That the United Lutheran Church 
in America approve the operation of 
the Department of Welfare in accord- 
ance with the regulations presented to 
the Church as information at the 
Omaha Convention, including the es- 
tablishment of an administrative com- 
mittee, which is responsible for the di- 
rection of the work of the Department. 
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4. That the United Lutheran Church 
in America approve the creation of the 
Service Commission to minister to the 
spiritual needs of men and women in 
the armed forces of the Nation. 

5. That the United Lutheran Church 

in America approve the creation of the 
-Commission on American Missions of 
_ the Council. 
_ 6. That the United Lutheran Church 
_in America approve the creation of the 
Lutheran Commission for War Prison- 
ers. 

7. That the convention hear the Rev. 
Ralph Tabor, United Lutheran Church 
Director for the 1944 Lutheran World 
Action appeal. 

8. That the United Lutheran Church 
in convention assembled approve the 
1945 Lutheran World Action appeal. 


All recommendations were adopted. 


Relative to Other Lutheran 


Bodies 


1. That the United Lutheran. Church 
reiterate the position taken in Savannah 
in favor of union in this our own day 
on the basis of our common, official 
subscription to the historic Confessions 
of the Lutheran Church (especially the 
Unaltered Augsburg Confession and 
Luther’s Small Catechism), in addition 
to which we will impose no tests of 
Lutheranism and beyond which we will 
submit to no tests of Lutheranism. 

Adopted. 

2. That the United Lutheran Church 
reiterate also its declaration that we 
regard ourselves as in full fellowship 
with all those other Lutheran Church 
bodies in America which with us accept 
the established Confessions and con- 
tinue to invite declarations to the same 
effect on the part of all those bodies 
which have not already made such 
declarations. Adopted. 

3. That the United Lutheran Church 
continue this special Commission with 
instructions that it continue its efforts 
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in the direction of closer organic rela- 

tions and actual union of the several 

bodies of Lutheranism in America. 
Adopted. 


"Selective Fellowship" 

In connection with the report of the 
Commission on Relationships of other 
Lutheran Bodies and by means of an 
item in the recommendations of the 
Committee of Reference and Counsel, 
the convention:was pleased to learn of 
the declaration of the Norwegian Lu- 
theran Church at its sixteenth general 
convention in Minneapolis, May 30 to 
June 4, 1944. (See Minutes of the Nor- 
wegian Convention, page 378.) 

Apropos of this declaration, the 
United Lutheran Church authorized as 
a part of its 1944 minutes the following: 


The Commission reports that on June 1, 
1944, the Norwegian Lutheran Church 
adopted a declaration on “Lutheran Unity” 
authorizing congregations and pastors to 
practice “selective fellowship” with “all 
American Lutherans who adhere to the 
historical standards of the Lutheran 
Church”; specifically providing that 
“wherever our congregations and pastors 
find those ties that bind Lutheran Chris- 
tians, and that teaching and practice con- 
form to official declarations, they may in 
good conscience practice selective fellow- 
ship both in worship and work.” We re- 
gard this as in practical fulfillment of the 
desire expressed in recommendation No. 2 
of this report for such declarations on the 
part of other Lutheran Church bodies in 
America and count it of such character as 
to warrant the conclusion that we are now 
in fellowship with the Norwegian Lu- 
theran Church, even as with Lutheran 
Free Church and the Augustana Synod. 


Federal Council of Churches 


1. That our Church vigorously pur- 
sue its policy of enlarging and improv- 
ing its opportunities to serve and be 
served by the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America. 

2. That the Commission be instructed 
to continue with the Committee on Re- 
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lationships of the Executive Board in 
the study of the interdenominational 
relationships of our boards, agencies, 
synods and congregations. 

3. That we commend the Federal 
Council for its action more fully estab- 
lishing the control of its Executive 
Committee over its publications and 
pronouncements; and for its promise to 
clear through this Commission and the 
Executive Board of our Church ap- 
pointments to continuing and special 
ministries. 

-4, Unless and until the Universalist 
Church, and the Church of the New 
Jerusalem in the U. S. A. change their 
official confessional statements to con- 
form to the evangelical basis of the 
Federal Council as set forth in the pre- 
amble of its constitution, this Commis- 
sion recommends that the application of 
said churches for membership in the 
FCCA be denied. 

5. That the Commission be instructed 
to use every available means of 
strengthening the Federal Council in 
its loyalty to evangelical Christian faith, 
and that the Commission witness to the 
Council that the continued membership 
of the United Lutheran Church in the 
Council is contingent upon its retaining 
its evangelical character. 


All recommendations were adopted. 


Board of Education 
Consultation with Board of Education 
in the Establishment of Schools 

1. That, since the Constitution of the 


Board of Education gives it authority ~ 


“to promote the general educational in- 
terests of the Church,” the Church in- 
struct all Boards to counsel with the 
Board of Education in the establish- 
ment of schools and educational 
agencies. 


Training of Weekday School Teachers 
and Social Service Workers 

2. That the Church express its judg- 
ment that the training of weekday 
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school teachers of religion and of social 
service workers belongs to the sphere 
of the colleges rather than to that of the 
theological seminaries. 


Men for the Ministry 

3. That, in light of the large number 
of vacant parishes and the special need 
of adequately trained ministers for bi- 
lingual parishes, the Church call upon 
synods, in co-operation with the Board 
of Education, to put forth more definite 
efforts to awaken in outstanding youth 
an interest in the gospel ministry. 

These recommendations were 
adopted. 


Board of Social Missions 
Department of Social Action 
The recommendations of the Board 


were considered, and by motion the — 


convention endorsed the principles 


upon which the statement of “An IN- © 


TER-FAITH DECLARATION ON — 


WORLD PEACE?” is based, as follows: 


1. The moral law must govern world — 


order. 


2. The rights of the individual must — 


be assured. 


3. The rights of oppressed, weak or 


colonial peolés must be protected. 

4. The rights of minorities must be 
secured. 

5. International institutions to main- 


tain peace with justice must be organ- — 


ized. 

6. International economic co-opera- 
tion must be developed. 

7. A just social order within each 
state must be achieved. 

II. That, since the declared purpose 
of the United Nations in the war now 
being waged is the achievement of po- 
litical, cultural and spiritual freedom 
throughout the world and economic 
justice and a higher standard of living 
for all peoples, the Church urge our 
government to formulate specific pro- 


posals for such a peace and to make | 
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them known to the governments and 
peoples of all lands. Adopted. 


Ill. Relative to the recommendation 
that the Church protest the adoption at 
the present time by our national gov- 
ernment of any measure providing for 
the universal conscription of males be- 
tween the ages of 17 and 21 years for 
one year, the following was offered as a 
substitute and adopted: 

“Resolved, that the Church petition 
the government to postpone action on 
universal military training of males be- 
tween the ages of 17 and 21 years for 
one year until after the war.” 


IV. That the Church protest any pro- 
posal by our national government to 
conscript women as being conducive to 
the further demoralization of the home 
and the family. 

That the officers of the Church trans- 
mit to the proper officials of our na- 
tional government the actions contained 
in Recommendations II, III and IV. 

V. Recognizing that the cessation of 
hostilities in Europe may come sud- 
denly and with little warning, that the 
Church urge its pastors, either indi- 
vidually or in conjunction with other 
pastors, to make immediate arrange- 
ments to observe that event with a 
service of thanksgiving and humilia- 
tion, and a dedication to the cause of 
lasting peace. (Such a suggested serv- 
ice with implementing material is avail- 
able through the office of the Board of 
Social Missions.) 

VI. That the Church approve the use 
by its pastors and people of all avail- 
able resources in working out a definite 
Christian program for the readjustment 
' of returning service men and women, 
uprooted industrial workers and all 
other persons in our nation who have 
become dislocated by the exigencies of 
war, so that they may be assisted in 
adjusting themselves to the normal life 
of their homes, congregations and com- 
munities. 

VII. That the Church call the atten- 
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tion of its pastors and people to the 
serious dangers of hasty marriages and 
ill-advised marriages between persons 
of different faiths and races. 


VIII. That the Church, recognizing 
the Christian Church as the strongest 
bulwark: against oppression, urge its 
pastors and people to combat through 
preaching, instruction, public discussion 
and concerted action the growing ten- 
dency manifested in our country to 
curtail the liberties of the Christian 
man. 


IX. That, while the Church does not 
acknowledge any legal responsibility 
for the support of its members who are 
in camps for conscientious objectors, 
yet it authorize and direct its Board of 
Social Missions to create and establish a 
fund to meet the financial support of 
such conscientious objectors and their 
dependents as are not able to support 
themselves, such fund to be raised from 
sources other than money received on 
the Income Objective of the Church and 
the fund to be disbursed by the Board 
of Social Missions on the basis of infor- 
mation obtained by that Board. 


X. That in view of the increasing 
power manifested by organized evils in 
the communities of our nation, which 
evils can be resisted and overcome best 
by organized groups which recognize 
the destructive power of these forces, 
the Church hereby records its approval 
of the organization of Christian citizens, 
under proper leadership, into such 
groups as Christian Civic Leagues, Law 
and Order Societies and the like, for 
the purpose of studying and combating 
these evils to the end that they may be 
eliminated from their communities. 
(See booklet, “Community Clinic,” by 
Wilbur A. La Roe, Jr., distributed by 
this Board.) 

WHEREAS the Board is without 
funds to give immediate assistance in 
case of disasters, and it is necessary for 
a proper administration of the task 
committed to it, that it have a PER- 
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MANENT FUND FOR IMMEDIATE 
USE 

XI. BE IT RESOLVED: That the 
Church in convention assembled grant 
to the Board of Social Missions author- 
ity to solicit from time to time contri- 
butions from individuals, congregations 
and the auxiliary organizations of the 
Church and from other sources for the 
creation and maintenance of a PER- 
MANENT DISASTER RELIEF FUND 
in the minimum amount of $10,000. 


Recommendations IV through XI 
were adopted. 


Deaconess Work 


1. It is recommended that the Board 
of Deaconess Work be authorized in 
co-operation with the Board of Educa- 
tion and the Women’s Missionary So- 
ciety to study and, if found feasible, to 
set up proper personnel standards and 
practices for all women workers pre- 
paring for and entering full-time serv- 
ice in the Church, and report the find- 
ings to the Church. Adopted. 

2. It is recommended that the Board 
of Deaconess Work in co-operation with 
the Board of Education be authorized 
to study the question of making pos- 
sible equal opportunities for religious 
and professional education within the 
Church for women as well as for men, 
and report to the Church. Adopted. 

3. In view of the fact that women are 
commissioned by the Board of Foreign 
Missions and that deaconesses are con- 
secrated by the Motherhouses, it is 
recommended that the Board of Dea- 
coness Work, in co-operation with the 
Board of Education, and in consultation 


with such other Boards of the Church - 


under whom women are serving, be au- 
thorized to study the question of com- 
missioning properly qualified and se- 
lected full-time women church work- 
ers, and report to the Church. Adopted. 

4, It is recommended that the ques- 
tion of the pension or some other form 
of social security for women in full- 
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time service in the Church be referred 
to the Executive Board of the United 
Lutheran Church for action. Adopted. 

5. It is recommended that the estab- 
lishment of a placement bureau for all 
full-time men and women workers in 
the Church be referred to the Office of 
Promotion of the United Lutheran 
Church for action. 

Referred to the Secretariat. 

6. It is recommended that the Church 
through its constituted agency be asked 
to give recognition to the full-time par- 
ish workers of the Church by listing 
them in the Year Book. Adopted. 

7. It is recommended that each con- 
stituent synod consider favorably the 
proposition of giving financial assist- 
ance to young women preparing to en- 
ter the diaconate; and that each synod 
make a determined and definite attempt 
to arouse its congregations to secure 
more candidates and to give larger 
support to the preparation and place- 
ment of trained women workers in the 
Church. Adopted. 


Board of Pensions 


That the United Lutheran Church 
instruct the proper authorities to in- 
clude in the printed call issued to pas- 
tors the following: 

“We agree to pay to the Contributory 
Pension Fund of the Church a sum 
equal to 4 per cent of your salary as - 
pastor so long as you shall pay to the 
said fund the minister’s proportionate 
share of 4 per cent.” Adopted. 


Radio Committee 


That the thanks of the Church be ex- 
tended to the Blue Network Company, 
Inc., for invitations to broadcast Sun- 
day Vespers during the past two years, 
and for its generous contributions of 
time and facilities. 

That the thanks of the Church be 
given to Dr. Paul Scherer, who has 

(Continued on page 45) 
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Committee on Army and Navy Work Reports 
Appreciation of Chaplains’ Services 


Octossr first 276 chaplains from our 
United Lutheran Church were serving 
in the United States Army and Navy. 
The Chaplains’ Service Flag which our 
committee presented to the President 
of the Church, has the figure beneath 

the blue star, 289. However, thirteen of 
our chaplains have received honorable 
discharges since America entered the 
war; 186 of our men serve in the Army, 
90 of them in the Navy. These figures 
compare favorably both with other 
church bodies and with other Lutheran 
groups. Accurate comparisons, how- 
ever, can be made only with the latter. 
There are 752 chaplains from all Lu- 
theran bodies, 534 of them serve under 
the National Lutheran Council group, 
218 under the Synodical Conference. 
The number of our chaplains in both 
branches of the service exceeds that of 
any other Lutheran body. 

So far as our committee has record 
—and we have heard within the month 
from the majority of our synodical 
presidents—God has been gracious to 
these front-line servants of the Church. 
None has as yet met death in service, 
and only two have been wounded. May 
God’s gracious mercy and protection 
continue with these men. Four of them 
have been decorated by the govern- 
ment. Many of them hold high rank in 
both the army and navy. 

In addition to these chaplains, our 
Church has seventeen full-time and 
twenty-one part-time Service Pastors. 
From our recent survey, and from con- 
sultation with the National Lutheran 
Council, we would set the figure of 
U. L. C. A. men and women in service 
at 160,000. This is an approximate num- 
ber, as there are no exact figures. 

The above facts give some picture of 
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the primary task of the Committee on 
Army and Navy Work. For the careful 
selecting and the granting of eccle- 
siastical endorsement to the chaplains 
who will represent our Church in the 
Army and Navy is our primary task. 
The choice of these men is no small re- 
sponsibility. During the period of ap- 
proximately two years, July 1942-July 
1944, two hundred sixty-eight can- 
didates have applied for the approval 
of our committee, exceeding by 100 or 
more the number acted on in any pre- 
vious biennium. This has required 
action on applications at the rate of one 
every three days. Not every man re- 
ceiving ecclesiastical endorsement is 
accepted for service, due tc the high 
physical requirements. 

What has been our relationship with 
the military authorities? We are happy 
to say that on the whole it has been 
most satisfactory. Individual chaplains 
have brought their problems to the at- 
tention of our committee, and at times 
these problems have been taken up 
with the authorities. In the proper 
functioning of our committee we have 
made contacts with the Secretary of the 
Navy, Chief of Chaplains of both the 
Army and Navy, and with other of- 
ficials and chaplains. In most instances, 
these requests have received prompt 
and helpful replies. The value of the 
chaplain ranks high, and the military 
authorities have co-operated to ensure 
the largest and best number of chap- 
lains from our Church. 

The Church should know that the 
reputation of our chaplains ranks high 
in both the United States Army and 
Navy. Our men are greatly esteemed 
and often sought after. 

Harotp S. Miter, Chairman. 
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The Board of American Missions 


The outstanding accomplishment of the 
Board of American Missions during the 
biennium is: 

The effective adjustment of the financial 
structures of many congregations that still 
found it difficult to emerge successfully 
from over-extended mortgaging in the past. 
Churches have learned a definite lesson 
through the experiences of recent years; 
in their expansion programs they cannot 
afford to venture beyond the financial 
carrying capacities of the congregation. 

The item of future activity to which we 
attach the greatest importance is: 

To serve the tremendous populations 
that have shifted to new scenes. While 
much of this shifting may be temporary, 
we must be ready to admit a lot of it rep- 
resents a changed economic status in the 
lives of many people. . 

HENRY J. PFLUM, Pres. 


“AMERICAN Missions” on Friday 
morning did not cause as much dis- 
cussion as an average report would, 
since the annual Pre-convention Mis- 
sion Rally gave opportunity for discus- 
sion, such as the onrushing business of 
the convention proper makes difficult, 
if not impossible, at the time of present- 
ing a report. The extent of the work 
is shown by a brief summary of the 
statistics, which declare that 762 mis- 
sion congregations were being assisted 
by this Board, either in the form of 
salary aid or by loans to provide essen- 
tial buildings. Help given to these con- 
gregations makes it possible for 547 
mission pastors and workers to min- 
ister through the Word and Sacraments 
to a total of 138,800 confirmed mem- 
bers. One member in nine of the con- 
firmed membership of the United Lu- 
theran Church is in this manner under 
the direction of the Board. 

While the disturbed condition due to 
the war has seriously interfered with 
normal mission development, and the 
entering of some seventy missionaries 
into the chaplaincy leaves many vacant 
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congregations, nevertheless, the bien- 
nium witnessed the organization of 
nineteen new mission congregations 
with a confirmed membership of about 
1,500; and twenty-seven congregations, 
which might otherwise have suffered 
serious reverses and an ending of all 


ro 


Secretary Z. M. Corbe, D.D. 


religious activities, have been added to 
the roll of missions at the request of 
synods. During the biennium more 
than sixty-four mission congregations 
became self-supporting as to salary, 
and sixty-seven missions achieved full 


’ self-support through the repayment of 


their loans. 

Continued progress is the slogan of 
this Board, and during the biennium 
special efforts have been made to fol- 
low the tide of population as they left 
for war defense centers. This work, 
now carried on under the National Lu- 
theran Council, will be one of the most 
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interesting stories of the work of the 
Church in this country. 

The special Department of Survey 
and Research, which has as its task the 
investigation of new fields, has been 
somewhat curtailed because of the man- 
power shortage; yet during the bien- 
nium fifty-eight surveys were made of 
prospective fields, contacting over 
184,000 people; twenty-one of these 
fields were approved by the Board for 
occupancy. 

The Board is interested in what the 
general public knows as Americaniza- 
tion, inasmuch as its Linguistic De- 
partment covers work among the Ger- 
man-speaking peoples of North Amer- 
ica, those coming from Iceland, Fin- 
land, the Spanish-speaking countries, 
Slovakia, Hungary, Italy, and those 
formerly of the Jewish faith. Naturally, 
the war has stopped immigration, but 
the ministry to the people who are al- 
ready here has grown more important 
due to calamities in their homeland. 

The West Indies continues to be a 
land of romance but of hard work in 
missions. However, the Board’s report 
showed progress, both in the Virgin 
Islands and in the Puerto Rico field, 
where slowly and gradually the Lu- 
theran Church is making itself an ef- 
fective factor. Related very closely to 
this is the work among Negroes in 
America, in which one new congrega- 
tion has purchased property and has 
entered upon a new life of develop- 
ment in New York City in a section 
formerly occupied exclusively by white 
churches, 

In the Department of Church Exten- 
sion the remarkable returns of loans is 
an encouraging feature. In this bien- 
nium $556,987.93 was returned on 
' Church Extension loans, the largest 
sum in the history of the Church. The 
portfolio of plans offered to our more 
than 116 congregations awaiting the end 
of priorities, is the most complete aid 
offered in any denomination for 
churches looking forward to building. 
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An additional task of the Church Ex- 
tension Department is the making of 
loans for the purchase of parsonages. 
This became an absolute necessity on 
account of the shortage of housing. 

An interesting feature of the Board’s 
work is that of the city church, where 
congregations ready to retreat have 
been given new life and are now doing 
effective work through the aid of this 
Board. The story of the work that is 
being done for the American Indians, 
for the Japanese in the Hostel at Min- 
neapolis, and for the folks in the South- 
ern Mountains, sounds like the story 
from some book of fiction. The South- 
ern Mountain Work has been especially 
successful; so much so that the civil 
authorities have asked for the Church’s 
co-operation in furnishing high school 
instruction for all children; and the 
government has also asked our medical 
director to assist in the necessary med- 
ical work in the T. V. A. area. 

Closely related to this work is the 
hospital insurance for all missionaries, 
which, since its inauguration, has paid 
73 claims totaling almost $7,000. 

A special need of this Board is a 
force of about seventy more qualified 
missionaries to man the vacant congre- 
gations and to undertake the new work 
that is this Board’s share of the evan- 
gelization of America. The Board still 
continues aid to foreign-speaking stu- 
dents. 

This Board, by action of past con- 
ventions, co-operates in the National 
Lutheran Council in its Commission on 
American Missions in ministering to the 
scattered Lutherans in defense areas. 
By action of the convention, it also co- 
operates with the American Lutheran 
Church in colored work. 

A long list of congregations that are 
making special gifts for Home Mission 
work, together with the very generous 
support of the Women’s Missionary So- 
ciety, concluded this Board’s report. 

ZENAN M. Corse, 
Executive Secretary. 
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Construction and Projection 


Tue Parish and Church School Board 
presented a report showing two years 
of emphasis upon Construction and 
Projection. 


Construction 


Almost the entire literature for the 
Sunday school was either rebuilt or 
revised during the past two years. 


The Christian Growth Series 

The first quarter of the new Christian 
Growth Series of graded Sunday school 
lessons has already appeared and is 
being used in the primary, junior, and 
intermediate departments of the Sun- 
day schools. New quarters will appear 
every three months. Ultimately lessons 
also will be provided for the beginner 
and senior departments. 


The Augsburg Uniform Series 

The Augsburg Uniform Series has 
been completely revised, from Little 
Ones through the Home Department, 
and will appear in new form for the 
first quarter of 1945. This revision was 
brought about through changes intro- 
duced by the International Council of 
Religious Education. Different Scrip- 
ture passages for the different age 
groups may now appear on the same 
Sunday. To handle this different kind 
of lesson, changes had to be introduced 
in the preparation of the materials and 
in the form of the texts. The principal 
change results in three quarterly Augs- 
burg Teachers rather than one monthly. 
The Teachers will be: 1. For teachers 
of Little Ones and Juniors; 2. for teach- 
ers of Intermediates and Seniors; and 
3. for teachers of Young People and 
Adults. The pupils’ quarterlies will be 
the same in general form, but some- 
what different in structure. All Teach- 
ers and Quarterlies will be in an at- 
tractive dress. y 
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The Children of the Church 

The Children of the Church has con- 
tinued to develop. There has been a 
growing appreciation of the literature 
and the offerings of the children, for 
the causes of the Church have in- 
creased to the point where in 1943 the 
children overpaid their budget by more 
than 21 per cent. The Children of the 
Church Festivals will be held this year 
the first week in November. 


Secretary S. White Rhyne, D.D. 


A special committee is being ap- 
pointed to study the whole program of 
parish education, and it will prepare a 
statement on the philosophy of parish 
education and the organization essen- 


’ tial to carry it out. This promises to be 


one of the most constructive under- 
takings of the Board in years. 


Projection 


The Parish and Church School Board 
not only prepares literature and pro- 
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grams, but it attempts to carry them 
to the more than 4,000 congregations of 
the Church, and to get these congrega- 
tions to introduce them and to use 
them effectively. 


Field Activities 


During the past biennium the Board’s 
staff and other representatives held 
1,589 group meetings throughout the 
church. Three hundred seventy-nine of 
these were conducted especially to help 
congregations introduce and use the 
new Christian Growth Series of Sun- 
’ day school lessons. Every synod except 
one was covered through this effort. 
Meetings were planned as near as pos- 
sible so that the teachers and officers 


THE PARISH AND CHURCH 
SCHOOL BOARD 


The production of the routine materials 
for Parish Education under war conditions 
was an outstanding accomplishment of the 
Parish and Church School Board, and the 
launching of the Christian Growth Series 
was almost a miracle. 

A strong program of Sunday school en- 
listment in the spirit of evangelism, di- 
rected by a full-time secretary, aiming at 
1,000,000 by 1949, is the item of activity 
to which we attach great importance. 

AMOS JOHN TRAVER, Pres. 


of every Sunday school might attend. 
Splendid response was secured. In the 
conduct of these meetings the synodical 
committees on parish education co- 
operated loyally, and many synodical 
and congregational leaders gave from 
a week to an entire month of their un- 
divided time to help the Board. This 
effort is the finest piece of co-operative 
promotional work that the Board and 
the synods have ever projected. 


Sunday School Enrollment 

The Board has been seriously dis- 
turbed concerning the decline in Sun- 
day school enrollment. It has made 
several investigations to help determine 
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causes and methods of overcoming the 
decline. It now announces that it will 
soon launch an intensive effort to help 
congregations stop the decline and in- 
crease the enrollment during the next 
five years to one million in the Sunday 
schools of the Church. 


Leadership Education 

The congregations of the Church 
have suffered seriously in the leader- 
ship of their Sunday schools as a re- 
sult of the world situation. Many Sun- 
day schools have lost teachers and of- 
ficers in great numbers, and the leader- 
ship of weekday and vacation schools 
and the Children of the Church has 
been seriously disturbed. 

The Board has continued to promote 
its leadership education program 
through these trying times and has 
made certain adaptations to meet the 
changing conditions. It calls upon con- 
gregations to appeal to the loyalty of 
their membership in the enlistment of 
new leaders and it also appeals to the 
congregations to be ready and eager to 
welcome back the young leadership as 
it returns to the home community and 
church. , 


Parish Education Month 

Parish Education Month during the 
past two years has been well planned 
and the response has been encourag- 
ing. Already plans for 1945 are under 
way, and the general theme will be 
Reaching and Teaching. 

The past biennium has been one of 
the busiest periods in the history of the 
Board and yet it has been one of the 
most constructive. Working under dif- 
ficult wartime emergencies, the Board 
has often been delayed; but it is thank- 
ful that it has been able to carry 
through all undertakings that have 
been launched. It is eager to help con- 
gregations and synods, and it appre- 
ciates their ready and loyal co-opera- 
tion. S. Wuite RHYNE, 

Executive Secretary. 
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Camera Records Moments at Minneapolis 


. 
Oo 
OSS 


Dr. S. W. Herman, Harrisburg, Pa., pleads 
for higher income objective for U. L. C. A. 
The Church seeks $2,500,000 benevolence 
fund next year, an increase of $500,000. 


Dr. Knubel receives gavel from Hector 
Magalee, who represents Church in British 
Guiana, which was received as Associate 
Synod of the U. L. C. A. 


Dr. Harold S. Miller, Brooklyn, N. Y., 
presents service flag representing 289 
U. L. C. A. chaplains. Ten chaplains in 
Canadian forces were also honored. 
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Seven chaplains, representing 289 who are 
serving with armed forces, were intro- 
duced. Six chaplains have been wounded; 
eight decorated for heroic service. 


The Lutheran 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry addresses conven- Executive Board Members, Dr. Rees E. 
tion after Dr. Knubel declares him the Tulloss and Dr. Charles B. Foelsch, confer 
president-elect of the United Lutheran at lectern, attempting to speed action on 
Church. His term will begin January 1. complex reports of their Board. 


Dr. C. E. Granskou, president of St. Olaf Canadian delegate, Dr. N. Willison, speaks 

College, places hood signifying degree of from microphone in center aisle. Before 

Doctor of Laws on shoulders of Dr. Knubel delegates could “get the floor” they had to 
_ at Northfield, Minn. get the nearest microphone. 
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The Commission of Adjudication 


THE various questions considered by 
the Commission of Adjudication during 
the past biennium were presented in 
several appeals from the Synod of Kan- 
sas and Adjacent States. 

The first question was: “Should an 
ordained minister be received into the 
membership of a synod of the United 
Lutheran Church in America who can- 
not present a certificate of transfer 
testifying to his good standing in the 


P. W. H. Frederick, D.D., President, 
Commission of Adjudication 


synod from which he comes?” To this 
question the Commission answered, 
“No.” 

The second question was: “Is a con- 
stituent synod of the United Lutheran 
Church in America obligated to recog- 
nize the disciplinary action of a sister 
synod?” To this question the Commis- 
sion answered, “Yes.” 

On the basis of Article VI, Sec. 3, 
and Article VIII, Sec. 2, of the Consti- 
tution of the United Lutheran Church 
in America, the opinion of the Com- 
mission is that the synods composing 
the United Lutheran Church in Amer- 
ica are under obligation to recognize 
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the disciplinary rights and judgments 
of all other constituent synods, and to 
respect them accordingly. 

The Commission refused to act on a 
question relating to a particular min- 
ister because an individual would have 
no right of appeal to the Commission, 
and because it considered that the 
powers conferred on the Commission 
by the Church were not intended to 
include such matters. The question of 
discipline and the procedure to be fol- 
lowed is adequately set forth both in 
the Constitution of the Synod of Kan- 
sas.and Adjacent States and in the 
Constitution of the Synod in the Mid- 
west. The Commission finds that each 
synod has the power of discipline over 
its own members. 

Another question presented was: 
“Should a congregation of a synod of 
the United Lutheran Church in Amer- 
ica which cannot present a certificate 
of dismissal and transfer, be received 
into the membership of another con- 
stituent synod of the United Lutheran 
Church in America?” The answer of 
the Commission is, “No.” 


How About the Congregation? 

In regard to the questions relating 
to the action of a particular congrega- 
tion, whether such action was legal; 
whether that part of the congregation 
recognized by the synod was the right- 
ful congregation; and whether the con- 
gregation so named and recognized was 
still a member of the synod; the Com- 
mission refused to render a decision. 
This action was taken because a de- 
cision on these questions involved mat- 
ters which, according to the established 
policy, are not within the jurisdiction 
of the Commission. 

In addition to the above report, and 
in conclusion, a personal comment may 
be in order. A retrospect over the past 
two years is most heartening. That so 
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great a body as the United Lutheran 
Church has been able to conduct its 
varied and complicated activities in 
such a way that only two appeals, both 
of them relating to but one case in dis- 
pute involving questions of principle, 


government and discipline, were 
brought before the Commission of 
Adjudication, is an achievement worthy 
of note. For this we may well thank 
God and take courage. 

P. W. H. Freperticx, Pres. 


The Board of Education Asks 


Understanding, Appreciation and Money for the Church’s Schools 


Most important achievement in past 
biennium: To assist our educational in- 
stitutions in maintaining and, in some in- 
stances, even raising their standards. 

Most important task confronting us: To 
recruit an adequate supply of strong men 
to fill the thinning ranks of the ministry. 

| JOHN L. DEATON, Pres. 


THE educational program of our 
Church is the heart of our Church. 
Without an educational program, the 
very life blood of a church would cease 
to flow. The world of today would be 
quite different if the Christian churches 
had paid as much attention to the youth 
as have the Christless dictatorships. 
Men grow on what they feed, which, 
‘in turn, determines the type of leaders 
they become. Properly trained Chris- 
tian leaders are absolutely essential 
for the ongoing program of our Church 
and for its influence in all the rela- 
tions and vocations of life. Christian 
education affects changes in individuals 
so that their presence in homes, com- 
munities, schools, and governments 
makes a difference. Through such 
leadership can the Church save mod- 
ern civilization from the destructive 
forces now at work in the world. 


Bricks with Straw 

For fifteen years the whole work of 
the Board of Education has been lim- 
ited, and an extensive progress has 
been prevented because of lack of 
funds. Seminaries and colleges have 
suffered seriously, not being able to 
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Secretary Gould Wickey, D.D. 


exert the extensive influence otherwise 
possible. Small endowments and small 
annual support from the Church have 
resulted in low salaries, insufficient 
facilities, and inadequate libraries. 

In spite of these conditions, five of 
the nine seminaries are accredited by 
the American Association of The- 
ological Schools, eleven of the four- 
teen colleges are accredited by re- 
gional accrediting associations, and 
three of these colleges are accredited 
by the American Association of Uni- 
versities. To assist the seminaries and 
colleges in their desire to become more 
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effective and to maintain higher stand- 
ards, the Board of Education should 
contribute annually $150,000 instead of 
the $50,000, which has constituted its 
regular grants for several years. 

The war has a dire effect on the en- 
rollments in educational institutions. 
Acceleration in colleges has tended to 
keep the enrollment in the seminaries 
up during the past biennium, but the 
decline started in the junior class last 
October. In the colleges only 2,384 
were enrolled in October 1943, com- 
pared to 4,983 in 1941, and 5,169 in 
1939. The enrollment of 1943 was a 
drop of 52 per cent from the figures of 
1941. Whereas formerly the men stu- 
dents in our fourteen colleges num- 
bered about 60 per cent of the total en- 
rollment, in 1943 they constituted only 
32 per cent. At eight of our colleges 
there were more than 2,500 students in 
military units, in addition to the civilian 
students. 

The accelerated programs in the 
seminaries will be stopped as soon as 
conditions allow. These programs will 
be continued in the colleges, no doubt, 
until the returned military men have 
obtained their education. 


Serving the Students 


The work for students is carried on 
in the seminaries and colleges of the 
Church, in church-related colleges of 
other denominations, in tax-supported 
institutions of higher learning, in pri- 
vately endowed colleges and univer- 
sities, and in professional and technical 
schools and colleges. During the bi- 
ennium, 201 different institutions were 
visited in 24 states and the District of 
Columbia, and in two Canadian prov- 
inces. To most of these campuses two 
and more visits were made during the 
biennium. \ 

The policy of the Board of Educa- 
tion is that the responsibility for work 
with students lies primarily with the 
congregation in the community where 
the educational institution is located. 
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However, the Board assists financially 
synods and congregations, when syn- 
odical resources were inadequate or the 
nature of the educational situation re- 
quired it, to the extent of $19,000. The 
pastors were aided also through the 
visits of secretaries, literature and cor- 
respondence. 


Areas for Expansion and New Work 

1. More better trained men for the 
work of Church. The work of the Board 
of Foreign Missions and the Board of 
American Missions cannot be expanded 
without more men for the ministry. “To 
stimulate the supply of candidates for 
the ministry,” is the mandate of the 
Church to the Board of Education. This 
Board stands ready to call a secretary 
to devote his full time to his work and 
to co-ordinate the work of co-operat- 
ing synods, if sufficient funds are sup- 
plied. More than 200 vacant parishes 
exist. 

The training of a bilingual ministry 
is still urgent in some sections of our 
Church. Besides the regular college 
and seminary training, these students 
should be sent to special schools for the 
training necessary to make them effec- 
tive in such work. 

A considerable number of individuals 
should be assisted in graduate work to 
prepare for positions of teaching in 
seminaries and colleges, editorial work, 
ministry of music, administration, and 
promotion. At least $5,000 additional 
money is needed for this work. 

2. Christian work with students. At 
present there are only six full-time 
pastors for students in our Church. The 
Board of Education needs $30,000 in 
additional money to assist in supporting 
eight more full-time pastors and four 
part-time workers with students. At 
sixteen universities the Lutheran 
Church should establish student cen- 
ters to which our Board ought to con- 
tribute a total of $200,000. 

3. Advisers of Returned Service Per- 
sonnel. Our Church ought to have five 
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‘or more specialists who will counsel 
with returned service personnel at our 
colleges and seminaries. The tensions 
within personalities and the tensions 
between these returned service men 
and civilians may create serious prob- 
lems. The trained Christian counselor 
has an unusual opportunity today. 

4, Promoting the Church College. 
Several thousand dollars ought to be 
spent assisting the colleges with their 
promotional programs. It is anticipated 
that the enrollment in the colleges and 
universities will reach the figure of 
three million within ten years after the 
war. Our colleges must share in that 
increase. For that increased enroll- 
ment they must be prepared with more 
adequate facilities. 

5. Special Schools. Increasingly, re- 
quests are made for a Graduate School 
of Theology, a School for the Training 
of Missionaries, a School for the Train- 
ing of Christian Social Workers, and a 
School for the Training of Religious 
Educators. All these are within the 
function of the Board of Education. But 

(Concluded on page 45) 


The Rev. Joseph W. Frease 


(Continued from page 2) 

of America in 1937. The Long Beach 
convention (1939) elected him for a 
four-year term, and the new president 
made him a member of the important 
Ways and Means Committee. Follow- 
ing the Canada convention of 1941 he 
became its chairman, in which position 
he will continue to serve until he 
actually takes over the work of the 
executive secretaryship. 

Mr. Frease, greatly beloved by the 
‘young people of his native synod, has 
‘won many friends for himself and the 
Luther League wherever he has gone 
to represent it. He is eminently qual- 
ified in temperament, in personal gifts, 
and experience to serve with distinc- 
tion in the post to which he has been 
called. He is said to have been an ar- 
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dent Luther Leaguer from the very be- 
ginning when as a lad his pastor handed 
the topics quarterly and asked him to 
make preparation of a topic, his first. 

Not only does Mr. Frease know the 
Luther League from the standpoint of 
one who has been a specialized worker 
in a synod that dealt with a synodical 
Luther League and its problems, but 
also from the standpoint of a pastor. 
During his middle year at Hamma 
Divinity School, Springfield, he served 
as student pastor of the Auburn Church 
of that city. The succeeding summer he 
supplied at Trinity Church, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Upon his graduation in 
May 1928 he became pastor of the 
Strasburg-Beach City Parish of the 
Ohio Synod, where he served with suc- 
cess until 1935, when the synodical po- 
sition, which he will soon relinquish, 
was created. 

For the first five years of his term 
(1935-1939) he also served the Ohio 
Synod as its secretary. Then his synod 
freed him of this responsibility by as- 
signing those duties to another. He has 
been an official delegate of the Ohio 
Synod to every convention of the 
United Lutheran Church in America 
since he took office. 

For the last five years he has been a 
member of the Board of Trustees of 
Wittenberg College, chairman of its 
Committee on Religious Activities, and 
a member of its important Seminary 
Committee. 

When Secretary Frease takes up res- 
idence in or near Philadelphia some 
time in December he will have with 
him his wife, Ruth Swartz Frease,. and 
their three children—Joanne aged 13 
years, Margaret aged 5 years, and Paul, 
an infant son. 

All Leaguedom looks forward to his 
coming with gladness and high expec- 
tation, knowing that his gracious. yet 
positive leadership cannot but bode 
well for its future of enlarged useful- 
ness to the United Lutheran Church in 
America. 
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Publication House Meets Wartime Problems 


Lack of Personnel and Materials Have Not Prevented 
Efficient Service to the Church 


Every housewife who struggles to 
make her “red points” and sugar 
stamps cover the needs of her family 
can understand the situation faced in 
the last two years by the Publication 
House of the United Lutheran Church. 

Paper is one of the most severely 
rationed com- 
modities in 
the nation, 
and of course 
all periodicals, 
books, and supplies printed by the Pub- 
lication House require paper. Brass for 
altar crosses, silk for paraments, and 
other materials needed for church fur- 
nishings have been scarce or entirely 
unobtainable. 

Besides shortage of materials, the 
Publication House has not been able to 
secure enough people to do its work. 
In normal times a staff of 150 persons 
is employed. At present thirty men 
from this staff are in the armed forces. 
Other men and women have been 
drafted by war industry. New em- 
ployees have been secured and trained, 
but not in sufficient number to meet all 
needs. 

While struggling with shortages in 
personnel and materials, the Publica- 
tion House has been handling the big- 
gest volume of business in its history. 
Orders have been filled with a high de- 
gree of speed and accuracy. This has 
meant strenuous effort, and much over- 
time work, particularly for executives. 

The policy of the Publication House 
during these war years has been to 
maintain its accustomed services to the 
Church, but to be wary about new 
ventures. The development of new 
ideas which began in 1939 when H. 
Torrey Walker was selected as man- 
ager has lagged considerably during the 
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last two years. This is necessary and 
temporary. Plans are in the making 
for real progress as soon as possible. 


Why "The Lutheran" Shrank 


Readers of THe LUTHERAN were much 
surprised last spring to see their paper 


appear in tabloid form. For eighteen 
weeks this paper was published in a 


32-page half-size format, and for 
twelve more weeks it is to be a 48-page 
half-size paper. 

Why do the “comic books” and sex 
magazines thrive, and the church paper 
go half-size? This was a matter not 
decided by the Board of Publication but 
by the War Production Board. Ration- 
ing was kept separated from any form 
of censorship. The government did not 
try to say which magazines should suf- 
fer and which should not. The rules 
applied to all publishers impartially. 

However, some publishers are af- 
fected more seriously by the WPB rules 
than others. A small publishing busi- 
ness is not required to make any re- 
duction in paper use. Medium-size pub- 
lishers are cut 10 per cent in 1944, and 
large publishers are cut 25 per cent. 
This is because a big publishing busi- 
ness is, more flexible and can make 
more adjustments to the situation. 

The United Lutheran Publication 
House is a “big” publisher. It gets the: 
maximum paper cut. Furthermore, the 
cut is split up three ways. There must 
be reduction in amounts of paper used! 
for magazines, books, and general 
printing. A saving in one of these clas- 
sifications cannot be applied to another. 
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The U. L. P. H. has not printed a new 
general catalog since 1942, but this sav- 
ing could not help Tue LuTHERAN. 
Lighter weight paper has been used 
in all periodicals. Margins have been 
trimmed down. Surplus copies are no 


Mrs. Margaret A. Roberts, 
Treasurer of the Board 


longer available. THe Lutueran, how- 
‘ever, which has greatly increased in 
circulation since 1942, could not cut 
down paper consumption enough by 
these means, but was obliged to go 
half-size. Fortunately, a large majority 
of the readers like the small size. 


Books 

, The ambitious program of publishing 
new books which began in 1940 has also 
been cut down to a minimum. There 
is an interesting reason for this. During 
these years of prosperity, a large num- 
ber of congregations are buying new 


' This Board is most thankful that its af- 
fairs have prospered in spite of the war- 
time restrictions in equipment, material, 
and personnel. 

It looks forward to the resumption of its 
aggressive policy in the publishing of books 
of high quality for both clerical and lay 
readers. J. HENRY HARMS, Pres. 
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Common Service Books. Over 114,000 
copies have been purchased in the last 
two years. Even at that, the demand is 
still far in excess of the supply. 

The Publication House considers the 
Common Service Book to have the No. 
1 Priority in its book publishing pro- 
gram, and has provided paper for it 
rather than for a large number of new 
books. However, a small number of 
carefully selected new books have ap- 
peared. ; 

Many new book manuscripts are re- 
ceived by the Publication House. In 
the last two years, there have been 
seventy-two. For various reasons forty- 
one of these were returned to their 
authors. Eleven were published. 
Twenty are still pending, a majority of 
which will be published. 


Other Publications 

In the “general printing” classifica- 
tion, the weekly church bulletins were 
given the top priority rating. The 
weight of paper was reduced, and be- 
ginning September 1 the size was re- 
duced one-half inch. However, the bul- 
letins continue to use more paper than 
before the war. This is because of the 
remarkable increase in circulation. It 
was finally necessary to “freeze” the 
circulation at 250,000 copies per week. 

Even the bulletin and minutes of the 
1944 United Lutheran Church conven- 
tion are obliged to share the paper cuts. 


Much Money 

The great stream of wartime pros- 
perity has found its way into all va- 
rieties of business activity, and along 
with them into the business of the Pub- 
lication House. Sales in the year end- 
ing June 30, 1943, totaled $906,013, and 
in the year ending June 30, 1944, 
$941,729. The highest sales in a pre- 
vious year were in 1941, $813,494. Net 
profit on sales of the last two years has 
been 7 per cent. This profit is of course 
all used for special needs of the Church. 
During the past year the Publication 
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House has assumed a_ long-range 
financial responsibility in paying for 
the new Church House in New York. 


Management 

The Publication House is supervised 
by a faithful group of men, elected by 
the United Lutheran Church as mem- 
bers of the Board of Publication. The 
president of the Board, Dr. J. Henry 
Harms, has been especially generous 
with his time and wisdom. 

The manager, H. Torrey Walker, was 
requested two years ago by the U. S. 
Army to put his business ability at the 


service of the nation. He is an officer 
in the Allied Military Government, 
serving in Italy. He keeps in touch with 
Publication House affairs as closely as 
possible, but during his absence the 
chief responsibility is carried by the 
treasurer of the Board of Publication, 
Mrs. M. A. Roberts. 

Much help has also been given by the 
committees on publications which have 
now been appointed in thirty synods. 
The members of these committees have 
been genuinely helpful in gathering 
suggestions for the guidance of the 
Publication House. 


laymen’s Movement for Stewardship 


Executive Secretary Black’s Successor not yet Announced 


Wuen a large group of influential 
business and professional men band to- 
gether to make church work the pri- 
mary business of their lives, their in- 
fluence is sure to be felt far and wide. 

This explains the Lutheran Laymen’s 
Movement. The organization consists of 
more than 100 men who pledge their 
lives and pocketbooks to their Lord’s 
service. 

The chief task of the Laymen’s 
Movement is to arouse others to a sim- 
ilar willingness to support the church 
generously. Among other means for 
accomplishing this, the organization of- 
fers each year, free of charge, a large 
supply of new pamphlets which explain 
the church’s work. Last year 78 per 
cent of the pastors of the United Lu- 
theran Church ordered these pamphlets 
for their congregations. Over 500,000 
of the folders entitled, “Just Suppose,” 
were distributed. : 

Effective methods of increasing 
financial support within the congrega- 
tions are explained and encouraged by 
the Laymen’s Movement. It has been 
largely through the work of this organ- 
ization that the Every Member Visita- 
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J. Myron chien Eigk President 


; 


tion has become part of the program) 
of most congregations. Through con--) 
stant publicity in the church papers, the 
successes and failures in our people’: 
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stewardship are made known. Students 
for the ministry and youthful pastors 
are helped by the Laymen’s Movement 
in learning the principles of a sound 
program of finance in church work. 


Laymen's Movement Loses Arthur Black 

Spearhead of the Laymen’s Move- 
ment efforts since 1926 has been Arthur 
P. Black, its executive secretary. Mr. 
Black traveled throughout the Church 
tirelessly to encourage the spirit of gen- 
erous giving. Year after year he vis- 
ited each seminary in the United Lu- 
theran Church. He carried on a heavy 
correspondence with people in all parts 
of the church, and wrote competent and 
effective articles for publication. He 
himself was a striking example of 


large-hearted devotion to the best in- 


terests of the Kingdom of God. On 
June 22, 1944, Mr. Black died. 

Resolutions were introduced by Pres- 
ident Shimer and adopted by the con- 
vention as follows: 

Whereas it hath pleased Almighty 
God to bring to a conclusion the serv- 
ices of Arthur P. Black in the Church 


_ here on earth, and 


Whereas we are cheerfully obedient 
to the will of the Lord of the church, 

Be it resolved that we express our 
gratitude to God for the years of serv- 
ice which this great layman of the 
Church has been permitted to give. He 
has had enduring effect upon us, 
strengthening among us the spirit of 
generous giving, stirring us by the ex- 
ample of his untiring devotion to the 
causes of the Kingdom of Christ. 

Be it further resolved that in mem- 
ory of our friend and fellow-laborer 
we promise increased faithfulness in 


_our own stewardship and pray our 


Heavenly Father that He will enable us 
to fulfill this pledge. : 
J. Myron Sumer, Pres. 


Mr. Black’s successor has not yet 
been announced. Efforts are being made 
to secure a capable individual who can 
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take up the work where Mr. Black left 
off. 


Trends of Progress in Stewardship 

Steady progress in the spirit of giving 
is evident throughout the Church. In 
Mr. Black’s words, there are nine trends 
now apparent: 

1.-A substantial increase in attend- 
ance at all regular services in an in- 
creasing number of congregations. This 
means a growing appreciation of wor- 
ship values and increased financial 
contributions. 

2. A growing number of pastors and 
church councilmen are working dili- 
gently to close the gap between the com- 
muning and confirmed membership. 

3. The number of congregations con- 
tributing exactly nothing to benev- 
olences is steadily decreasing—in some 
synods almost to the vanishing point. 

4. More and more congregations are 
discontinuing the disgraceful practice 
of using offerings for benevolences to 
pay current expense bills. 

5. The number of congregations that 
forward to their synodical treasurer all 
offerings for benevolences beyond the 
local parish is definitely increasing. 

6. In many congregations more and 
more members are contributing more 
and more through the regular weekly 
envelopes. 

7. An increasing number of congre- 
gations are using our United Lutheran 
Stewardship envelopes, which carry 
messages that follow the Calendar of 
Causes. 

8. Synodical Bulletins and Congrega- 
tion’s Bulletins, as well as Tue Luv- 
THERAN and other church publications, 
are giving more and more space to 
gripping stewardship messages. 

9. Synodical stewardship committees, 
generally, are awakening to the need 
of basing the congregation’s program 
on Scriptural teachings. We have an 
exceptionally fine group of synodical 
stewardship chairmen at this time. 

J. Myron Sumer, Pres. 
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The Board of Ministerial Pensions and Reliet 


The outstanding accomplishment of the 
Board of Ministerial Pensions and Relief 
during the past biennium has been the 
elimination of the $87,000 deficit and the 
conversion of many real estate investments 
into securities. 

The item of greatest importance for 
future activity is the introduction of the 
Contributory Pension Plan for ministers, 
and the possible introduction of a similar 
plan for the laity. 

BELDING SLIFER, Pres. 


Tue Board’s family consists of the 
following: 364 retired and disabled 
ministers, 6 women missionaries, 644 
widows, 115 orphans. Of these 150 are 
octogenarians and 23 nonagenarians. 
One has actually celebrated his one 
hundredth birthday. There are 17 liv- 
ing abroad who cannot be reached at 
present. Since the Louisville Conven- 
tion, 196 persons have been removed 
from the roll and 194 added. 

The Board has paid in pensions dur- 
ing the biennium $492,740.88 and 
$7,392.35 in relief. 

During the same period it has re- 
ceived in bequests $18,980. 

The Board received from the twenty- 
fifth Anniversary Offering of the 
Church $43,492, which overpaid its de- 
ficit $17,492. This latter amount has 
been set aside as a reserve fund to keep 
pensions under the old plan at the pres- 
ent rate, should the income not warrant 
it. 

The contributory plan at this writing 
(July 31) has 423 pastors and parishes 
(544 churches) affiliating. The plan 
progresses slowly for several reasons: 


1. Anything new is slow of introduc- ~ 


tion in the Lutheran Church. 

2. Anything for a churchwide intro-' 
duction must have synodical approval. 
This took months to obtain. 

3. The retention of the non-con- 
tributory plan retarded somewhat the 
sale of the contributory plan, 
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4, Because of the inadequacy of our 
former pension plan, ministers are 
bought up with insurance to the extent 
of their ability and can afford no ad- 
ditional protection. 

5. The rising federal taxes make 
many hesitate to incur additional ex- 
pense at this time. 

The church councils contacted have 
been amenable. 

6. Many are waiting to see what the 
convention will do with the socializa- 
tion feature; some claiming that there 
should be socialization, others claiming 
that they will 
not affiliate if 
there is. 

The Board 
was asked to 
make a study 
of the socializa- 
tion of the con- 
gregation’s pre- 
mium pay- 
ments. 

After mak- 
ine isu ch sa 
study and con- 
sulting experts, 
it suggests that 
congregations be permitted, but not 
compelled, to allocate their premium 
payments in whole or in part with con-. 
sent of the ministers concerned. 

The Board recommends that a clause 
be placed in the call to ministers con- 
cerning the contributory pension plan. 

It further recommends that the lay 
members /of the secretariats of the 
Boards and Auxiliaries be included in 
the provisions of the non-contributory 
plan. 

The Board has revised its charter and 
by-laws in keeping with the new con- 
tributory plan. 

Harry Honcss, 
Executive Secretary. 
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Secretary Harry Hodges 


PACIFIC LUTHERAN 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


In Preparation for Tomorrow 


The Board of Social Missions Told the Convention 


It takes a brave man to prophesy to- 
day what will happen tomorrow. Yet 
all of us, except the foolish, try dil- 
igently to prepare ourselves today for 
what we can foresee tomorrow. That is 
what the Board of Social Missions is 
doing. It re- 
ported to the 
Church certain 
activities which 
it believes are 
not only neces- 
sary for today 
but imperative 
for the church’s 
welfare tomor- 
row. 


During the 
past year the 
Board of So- 


cial Missions 
established a 
Scholarship 
Fund to assist young people of our 
Church interested in social work to 
procure the training demanded by to- 
day’s social needs and standards. It 
already is granting aid to one young 
woman who is dedicating her life to so- 
cial work, 

A second task which demands fore- 
thought and wisdom is that of helping 
returning service men, and civilians 
uprooted by war, to adjust themselves 
to peace-time civilian life. In co-opera- 
tion with other church agencies and the 
National Lutheran Council, the Board 
is distributing literature and holding 
conferences on how to meet this urgent 
need, It believes that every congrega- 
tion should be prepared to do its full 
part, recognizing that certain forms of 
service can be rendered only by the 
Christian Church. 

If the sacrifices made in this war are 
not to be futile, Christian citizens must 
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C. Franklin Koch, D,.D., 
Executive Secretary 


Undoubtedly, the development of the 
program of personal evangelism on the 
part of the members of our Church under 
the guidance of the Rev. Dr. Oscar W. 
Carlson, Director of Evangelism, has been 
the outstanding accomplishment of this 
Board. Second, perhaps, is the develop- 
ment of the field of Inner Missions, through 
which the Synod of South Carolina was 
helped and encouraged to establish per- 
manent Social Mission work on its terri- 
tory. Third, the beginnings made in giving 
the Church a program of Social Action 
through addresses and institutes so as to 
transform kinetic theory into dynamic 
action. 

The items to which greatest importance 
is attached in the line of future activity 
are: First, the continued expansion of the 
Program of Evangelism so that it will be- 
come the normal life and practice of our 
Church everywhere. Second, the securing 
of a properly qualified man to visit the 
territory of the Church and develop the 
work of the Board through personal inter- 
views, addresses, institutes, and similar 
means. Third, the expansion of our pro- 
gram of Social Action through the proper 
presentation thereof through addresses, in- 
stitutes and the like by duly qualified 
persons. CARL M. DISTLER, Pres. 


become increasingly insistent that jus- 
tice, righteousness, reconciliation and 
love pervade international relations. 
The selfish pursuits of yesterday must 
be abandoned for the unselfish prin- 
ciples of a society based on Christian 
teachings. The Church has a respon- 
sibility to awaken her members to their 
share in creating, under God, this more 
righteous society. It never will become 
a reality if the Church neglects her 
function of stirring the conscience and 
inspiring the will of her people to this 
responsibility. _ 

Underlying the Christian’s social re- 
sponsibility is his fundamental respon- 
sibility for evangelistic efforts. Chris- 
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tian living is the fruit of faith in Christ. 
Too much emphasis cannot be laid upon 
the fact that the Church’s primary, 
major and constant task is Evangelism 
—which is witnessing to others for 
Christ. A good beginning has been 
made under the effective leadership of 
the Board’s Director of Evangelism, 
Oscar William Carlson, D.D. What he 
has begun, the Church must continue. 

In certain areas of the Church, the 
need for Social Mission activities is 


Committee on Church 


THREE significant items found in the 
report of the Committee on Church 
Papers are the reduction in size of THE 
LUTHERAN, the rise in circulation, and 
editorial changes. 

The most obvious and drastic change 
during the biennium has been the re- 
duction in size of THe LuTHERAN. Be- 
ginning with the issue of May 31, 1944, 
the journal has been reduced one half 
in page size. This decision by the ed- 
itor and his staff has been deemed 
necessary on account of the reduction 
of 25 per cent in the amount of paper 
allotted by the WPB. The chief ad- 
vantage of the present plan has been to 
retain all departments of the paper. To 
keep the original size and reduce the 
number of pages necessary would mean 
the elimination of many of these now 
widely read. The acceptance by the 
Church of the change has been gen- 
erally favorable. This small-sized edi- 
tion, by necessity, will continue for the 
rest of the year, or longer, due to the 
paper shortage. 


We are proud to report a continued 


rise in circulation of our church paper, 
THe LutTHeran. In the last report to, 
the convention, the subscriptions in 
force as of July 1, 1942, were 25,400. 
The list of subscribers as of July 1, 
1944, is 30,000, a gain of 4,600. During 
the month of January. 1944 the number 
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pressing. Efforts are being made to or- 
ganize to meet this need properly. A 
portion of the funds of the Board is ear- 
marked for this type of work, and in 
three synods substantial grants in aid 
are given for the furtherance of inner 
mission activities. With the demands 
which it appears will increase, the 
planting and cultivating of this work is 
of prime importance. 
C. Frankuin Koc, 
Executive Secretary. 


Papers 


Bras 


Wea oe 


G. Elson Ruff, Litt.D. 


Born in Dunkirk, N. Y., son of the Rev. 
and Mrs. G. G. Ruff. Studied at Thiel 
College, University of Pittsburgh, and 
the Philadelphia Seminary. Ordained by 
the Pittsburgh Synod, 1926. Two pastor- 
ates in the Ministerium of Pennsylvania, 
1926-1940. Editor, United Lutheran Pub- 
lication House since 1940. 


of copies printed per week was 31,000, 
Among editorial changes we record 
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the retirement of Dr. C. Reinhold Tap- 
pert, editor of Der Lutherische Herold. 
The committee expresses its high ap- 
preciation of the long and distinguished 
service of Dr. Tappert over a period of 
two decades. He has been a distin- 
guished scholar and writer, bringing to 
his task the fidelity and character 
necessary to make the Herold favor- 
ably known among German language 
papers. In his retirement Dr. Tappert 
carries the best wishes of the committee 
and the Church. 


Editors of "The Lutheran" 

Dr. Nathan R. Melhorn will soon ob- 
serve a quarter century of faithful 
service as editor of THe LuTHERAN, The 
committee unanimously nominated to 
the convention Dr. Melhorn to serve 
as editor until that time when he shall 
have completed twenty-five years of 
_ service, October 31, 1945. The commit- 

tee wishes to record at this time its 
hearty appreciation of the efficient 
service of the editor. THe LUTHERAN 
enjoys a high place among denomina- 
tional journals, and we believe is un- 
- excelled among Lutheran church pa- 
pers, due to his leadership. Arrange- 
ments are to be made by which his val- 
uable service may be retained for THE 
LUTHERAN under the direction of his 
successor. 

It was also unanimously voted to 
present to the convention the nomina- 
tion of the Rev. G. Elson Ruff, Litt.D., 
to serve as editor of THe LuTHERAN be- 
ginning November 1, 1945. Dr. Ruff 
was called by the Board of Publica- 
tion for editorial service in 1940. His 
‘departmental feature, “The Church in 
‘the News,” is most widely read. The 
splendid Bulletin service to congrega- 
tions is largely his own conception. The 
nomination of Dr. Ruff at this time is 
highly desirable to enable him to make 
the necessary preparation prior to his 
assuming the editorship. 

T. Benton Peery, Chm. 
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Recommendations Offered 
(Continued from page 26) 
generously and efficiently borne the 
principal burden of our radio ministry 

through Sunday Vespers. 

That our thanks be extended to Drs. 
Russell F. Auman, James P. Beasom, 
Jr., Oscar F. Blackwelder, Charles B. 
Foelsch, Franklin Clark Fry, Frederick 
R. Knubel and Paul H. Roth for their 
services to the Church through their 
radio broadcasts. 

That, inasmuch as local network sta- 
tions carry such programs as Sunday 
Vespers only when it is known that 
their listening clientele desires them, 
our pastors be urged to give our 1945 
and 1946 seasons all the publicity pos- 
sible, if this broadcasting privilege is 
then extended to us, and that they also 
urge the members of their congrega- 
tions to write their network stations 
and ask that the programs be carried. 

That the thanks of the Church be ex- 
tended to those who have supported its 
Radio Committee in the past, that they 
be invited to continue their contribu- 
tions and to aid in securing new sup- 
porters. 


All recommendations adopted. 


The Board of Education Asks 


(Continued from page 37) 
the Church must supply the funds 
necessary for the development of such 
important schools. 

6. Conferences and Workshops on 
Christian Higher Education. These 
should be held annually for the pro- 
fessors in our colleges and seminaries, 
and the pastors working with students. 

GovuLp WIcKEY, 
Executive Secretary. 


REMAINING TO BE PUBLISHED 


Dr. Moll’s Resume of Foreign Mission 
Board’s Report. Committee on Reference 
and Counsel’s Several Reports. Reports of 
Sundry Committees. 
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The Board of Deaconess Work 


Tue record of our work during the 
past biennium is written in the souls 
of those whose spirituality was deep- 
ened by the services of our deaconesses 
and parish workers, in the wholesome 
lives of those who have been instructed 
by them in the Christian way of life, 
in the sweet smiles and happy hearts of 
little children who through our conse- 
crated women were led to know Jesus 
their Good Shepherd, and in the peace 
of those persons who were comforted 


Dr. Harvey D. Hoover, President, 
Board of Deaconess Work 


in sorrow, relieved in distress, soothed 
in suffering and personally guided 
through their perplexities unto the 
Saviour by serving deaconesses in par- 
ish, home and institution of mercy. 


Fields of Work 
An inquiry into the variety of work 
done by trained deaconesses reveals\a 
wide scope of ministry which they 
render the Church. About fifty were 
engaged directly in work in parishes, 
teaching, visiting, conducting Bible 
schools and kindergartens. Deaconesses 
made a total of 100,000 pastoral visits. 


46 


More than 100 deaconesses were en- 
gaged in philanthropy. They directed 
four social settlements, supervised two 
hospitals and a dispensary, children’s 
training school, homes for children and 
aged, worked in settlements, hospices, 
Lutheran centers, and other forms of 
social welfare. In this field these dea- 
conesses ministered to more than 
100,000 patients in hospitals, 300 aged, 
and 400 children in institutions. 

Deaconesses also served the church 
and humanity in specialized forms of 
service in counseling, in the field of 
medicine and health, in directing re- 
ligious education in rural and urban 
fields. One served as an army nurse. 


Research 

A commission appointed by the 
Board of Deaconess Work made a care- 
ful survey of the work, the preparation 
and life of the deaconess. This led to 
important changes in the conduct of 
the work. Deaconesses were elected to 
membership on the Board, advanced 
and specialized training was given those 
whose work required it, greater par- 
ticipation of deaconesses in the direc- 
tion of the Motherhouses was given. 
steps were taken to enrich the extra- 
curricular and spiritual life of the dea- 
conesses. The standards of the training 
schools were raised. 


Study of Women Church Workers 


This study was made in response to 
a request from the workers. It included 
an inquiry into the working conditions 
salary, opportunities, living conditions 
and personnel of all trained womer 
workers. Helpful data were gathered. 

Two annual councils of womer: 
church workers were held. These coun-- 
cils were attended by deaconesses, par-- 
ish workers, missionaries, editors, ex- 
ecutive and board secretaries, nurses. 
office, secretaries, teachers, choir di— 
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rectors and other full-time church 
workers. 

The Board elected to this office a dea- 
coness, Sister Mildred Winter. This is 
a new office and a departure in that a 
deaconess is sent into the Church to 
represent the Word. 


_ The Survey 

The Board, in co-operation with the 
Board of Education, made a careful 
survey and appraisal of the work of 


deaconesses in the Church. This sur- 
vey reveals the need of greater financial 
support by the Church, the desirability 
of raising the standards of. training, the 
great need of more women workers in 
the present program of the Church, and 
still greater need of women workers to 
extend the Church’s program of service 
into other needy fields, the great op- 
portunities for talented young women 
to take part in the work of the Church. 
Harvey D. Hoover, President. 


Women’s Missionary Society 


Ir is in order to comment on the 
happy arrangement of the program of 
the fourteenth U. L. C. A. convention 
whereby the four ~-auxiliaries of the 
Church were given an entire evening 
for the presentation and consideration 
of their reports. The Laymen’s Move- 
ment for Stewardship preceded the ap- 
pearance of the Women’s Missionary 
Society on the floor. The Luther League 
of America and the U. L. C. A. Brother- 
hood followed. The date was Monday 
- evening, October 16. 

The president of the Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society, Mrs. O. A. Sardeson, 
presented the report. The organiza- 
tion’s Executive Secretary, Miss Nona 
M. Diehl, was absent, far away, in fact. 
She was in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in 
connection with the Silver Anniversary 
of U. L. C. A. missioning in that coun- 
try. Miss Ruth Juram and Miss Selma 
Bergner of the Department of Promo- 
tion followed their chief executive with 
condensed but effective information. 

Mrs, Sardeson based her address on 
the items of the Society’s report which, 

‘including the financial tabulations, cov- 
ered twenty pages of the Convention 

Bulletin. Significant of the highly active 

status of the Women’s Society are the 

receipts of the last reportable fiscal 
year, July 1, 1943 to June 30, 1944. The 
_year was entered with a cash balance of 
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$202,044.11. A banner year yielded 
$562,233.30. Disbursements totaled 
$479,277.41. The second index of an out- 
standing year was the support given 
the magazine, Lutheran Woman’s Work, 
the subscription list of which reached 
the total of 44,643 subscribers. 

“Considering the times,” the Society 
finds comfort in reporting sixty-three 
missionaries commissioned for service 
abroad and twelve workers under the 
Board of American Missions. Its co- 
operation with the Church’s boards and 
agencies is impressive. The Foreign, 
American, Education, Social Missions, 
Deaconess, Ministerial Pensions and 
Relief, and the Parish and Church 
School Boards acknowledge personnel 
or cash or both derived from the 
W. M. S. Its ecumenical interests are . 
extensive through the Foreign Missions 
Conference, the Committee on World 
Literacy and Christian Literature, the 
Home Missions Council, the Missionary 
Education Movement and the Student 
Volunteer Movement. 

The officers of the Society are Mrs. 
O. A. Sardeson, president; Mrs. C. W. 
Baker, Jr., vice-president; Mrs. J. L. 
Almond, Jr., recording secretary; Mrs. 
H. L. Bechtolt, statistical secretary; and 
Mrs. A. Barbara Weigand, treasurer. 
Headquarters — Muhlenberg Building, 
1228 Spruce St., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
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SCHOOL LESSON 


Difficult to Understand fy Nathan Pe. Melhorn 


November 12 Sunday School Lesson Topic Puts War and Peace "Up to the Church" 
Scripture—lsaiah 2: 2-4; 9: 6, 7; Matthew 5: 43-48; Romans 13: 1-7 


Wuen the Commission selecting Uniform Lessons for Adults in Sunday 
schools came to the fourth quarter of the year 1944, they chose as the general 
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theme, “Light from Christ on Life Today.” Subdivisions were chosen so that each — 


week of the thirteen confronts the reader with a phase of the Gospel’s influences. 


What one might call the area under ex- 
amination is not the same for all the topics. 
Sometimes the individual is the unit, but 
in other selections the group is at least 
implied. This observation becomes ap- 
parent in the titles set for November’s 
Sundays; namely, “The Christian and the 
Race Problem, The Church during War 
and Peace, Christianity and Democracy, 
and The Christian View of Industry.” 
While it may be said that the church, 
races and nations consist of individuals, it 
must be agreed that language, locality, 
religion, government and trends are com- 
posite in attributes. The character of a na- 
tion can be symbolized by an imaginary 
individual, but no constituent citizen has 
all the typical qualities and no others. 


More Than One 


Where an individual undertakes the ad- 
justment of himself to his several environ- 
ments, he is bound to examine his situa- 
tion as part of a race, a nation, a produc- 
tive group and even as the member of a 
church. The process is not easy. Even 
with the Bible as our authority, the way 
to true and satisfying conclusions is not 
free from difficulties. For example. Isaiah’s 
prophecy about converting swords into 
ploughshares and spears into pruning 
hooks is easily interpreted from an eco- 
nomic, individual standpoint. A sword is 
for destruction, a ploughshare for the 
more productive use of the soil. But sup- 
pose, as happened to Jerusalem, an invad+ 
ing force should undertake to rob an 
owner of his field, employing swords and 
spears. The individual would need organ- 
ized, community, weaponed protection. 

The nation’s unity is recognized by the 
Bible from two points of view. One of 
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these is agency of government referred to — 
in the Gospels as Caesar, and by Paul as © 
“The Powers that be.” The idea that the — 
social order has developed apart from the © 


permissive will of God is a fallacy. In | 


successive ages He has encouraged by His 
blessing the institutions required for the 
effective stewardship by man of the re- 
source of the earth. His creature is in- 
spired to make the world into which he 
comes by the processes of birth, the best 
available world. Grouping is an advantage. 


Good and Evil 


But the Bible is emphatically cognizant — 
of the effects of sin and of the powers of _ 


Satan. It is the evil in our environment 
against which right and justice must con- 


stantly contend. And in many forms, the © 


individual loses his identity in the group 


and the group becomes the moral entity. 


As such it is blessable or punishable. 
The other entity revealed by the Bible 
is the holy Christian Church. Here also 


is a community of individuals who by re-= | 


lations to each other and to the Kingdom 
of God becomes “the body of Christ.” The 
Church is not a mere amorphous collec- 
tion of persons: it consists of those who in 
divine recognition of this faith in our Lord 
are endowed with spiritual gifts, some of 
which become active only in the associa- 
tion of believers. 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 


November 6-12 


M. Love to Enemies. Matthew 5: 43-48. 

T. Subject to Higher Powers. Romans 13; 1-7, 
W. Overcomin vil. Romans 12: 17-21, 

Th. The Christian’s Armor, Ephesians 6: 10-17. 
A Good Soldier of Jesus. 1! Timothy 2:1-11, 
Sat. Jesus Bestows Peace. John 14: 23-27, 

S. The Peace of God, Philippians 4: 6-9. 
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Come and Worship—IN GROUPS 
Acts 2: 42, 46, 47 


Turse first century Christians did not 
need to be urged to worship together. It 
was lonely business in the Roman Empire, 
amid pagan neighbors, to confess Christ. 
All around were countless temptations to 
compromise. With generations of Chris- 
tians back of us and with an understand- 
ing of Christian ideals all around us, we 
can little understand the problem of being 
a Christian in Jerusalem, or Ephesus or 
Rome in the first century. New-made 
Christians in India or China could better 
understand. Neighbors either mocked them 
or thought them mad. 

The very force of hostile circumstances 
drove them together. “Day after day they 
resorted with one accord to the temple and 
broke bread together in their own homes.” 
(Moffatt.) Our greatest temptation to a 
casual Christianity is the very lack of cost 
we are required to pay for our loyalty. 


Always the fires of persecution have re- 


fined the Church. 

So evident were the fruits of Christian 
worship in these first Christians that they 
won favor from those who watched them. 
Hostility changed to wonder that such 
changes could be wrought in them by One 
who had been crucified between two 
thieves. They worshiped together and they 
ate together. They held prayer meetings 
in their own homes. They shared their 
goods with complete unselfishness. They 
were united in such close ties that the 
people said, “How these Christians love 
one another!” So if the’ circumstances 
drove them together in fellowship and 
worship, their lives in turn witnessed to 
the community of their faith. 


Unity 


Group worship requires a unity of spirit. 


‘It finds this unity in the one God that cen- 


ters its worship. If those who try to wor- 
ship together have no common ground of 
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faith; if they worship different gods; there 
can be no satisfaction and no real fruits 
of worship. For ‘Christians it is the God 
revealed in Jesus Christ who unifies the 
group. There is the common desire to re- 
alize His Presence, to find and testify to 
His worth, to be assured of His forgive- 
ness, and to thank Him for it. 

We worship a real God—not one of our 
own imagination. He is the God of grace 
whose search for us, whose invitation to 
us to come, are found in His Word. Our 
unity as a group does not come from our- 
selves, but from Him. We may be very 
different in family, in race, in class, in 
nationality, in everything external. But 
as we draw near to Him we draw near to 
each other. The experience of fellowship 
on the part of these early Christians was 
not due to anything they had in common, 
excepting their faith. But that was enough 
to make them one. 


Testimony 

Proclamation is in the very heart of the 
Gospel. The meaning of the word is “good 
word.” Words are a means of communica- 
tion. Our thoughts are carried to each 
other by words. John called Jesus the 
Word, and in its simplest meaning John 
was helping us to sée that Jesus was God’s 
Word of love to us. That Word has come 
down to us because men have “told the 
old, old story of Jesus and His love.” That 
Word will be known to future generations 
because we have retold it. 

Group worship includes testimony by 
which we help each other to greater faith 
and greater love. We unite our experi- 
ences of God’s grace into one great testi- 
mony and then the world may begin to 
listen. Together we confess our sin and 
find forgiveness; together we voice our 
thanksgivings to God; together we read 

(Continued on page 51) 
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Soathion YE nois Vows 


Conventions, Conferences and Rallies in Ilinois 


RaTIONING upon conventions,. confer- 
ences and rallies is off in Southern Illinois. 
Congregations and organizations, like red 
hot coals lying by themselves, soon lose 
their glow and warmth. Most of us find 
inspiration in numbers and profit by con- 
ference. Necessity is compelling us to find 
ways of conferring. Ergo, things are 
moving. 


State Luther League Convention 


The forty-ninth annual convention of 
the Luther League of Illinois met in St. 
Mark’s Church, St. Louis, Mo., the Rev. 
F. F. Mueller, Ph.D., pastor; 230 Leaguers, 
pastors and visitors registered, all of them 
with eager interest in the things of the 
Kingdom. President Ann Schomogy and 
her corps of able officers, with the as- 
sistance of committees from the St. Louis 
District League, had planned an enlighten- 
ing, interesting and inspirational program, 
and carried through that streamlined pro- 
gram and sent the Leaguers home deter- 
mined to make the ensuing year better 
than the one just closed. 

The convention theme was, “Candles in 
the Night.” The reports were excellent, 
the sermons and addresses “lived up to 
expectations,” the interest was keen and 
sustained, and the fellowship and fun un- 
surpassed. For the second time the State 
League went “over the top” in its national 
missionary project in one year, and again 
assumed a local project for the second year 
—raising $500 toward refurnishing the dor- 
mitories of the Chicago Theological Semi- 
nary at Maywood, Illinois. 

The newly elected officers are: President, 
Miss Ann Schomogy, St. Louis, Mo.; vice- 
presidents, Miss Ruth Greve of Chicago, 
and Miss Hulda Rieckenberg, Steeleville, 
Ill.; treasurer, the Rev. Arnold Kaitschuk, 
Campbell Hill, Mlinois, 

The fiftieth annual convention will be 
held in Chicago in 1945. 


The Luther League of the Southern 
Conference met in St. James Church, 
Vandalia, Ill., the Rev. C. P, Tranberg pas- 
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tor. The theme for the afternoon discus- 
sion was the topic for Youth Sunday, “One 
World—One Hope.” The banquet, prepared 
by the mothers of the local Leaguers, was 
excellent. The evening service was in 
charge of the Rev. E. H. Pfeiffer of Bremen, 
Ill. He also preached the sermon. More 
than one hundred enthusiastic Leaguers 
returned to their homes determined to lift 
their banner a little higher during the 
coming months. 

The Southern Conference will meet with 
the St. James congregation, Vandalia, No- 
vember 2 and 8. This church has been 
completely renovated, and Gothic styled 
lanterns have been installed. 


In the Congregations 

Jonesboro. The Christian Growth Train- 
ing School was held in Salem Church, 
September 20, the Rev. Walter L. Wilson 
pastor, The Rev. Donald L. Houser con-. 
ducted the school. A demonstration of two 
departments was given by the Rev. George’ 
Wolf, pastor of Mizpah Church, St. Louis. 

Egyptian Unit Missionary Society held. 
its meeting in this church October 19. This 
unit is made up of the missionary so- 
cieties of Anna, Cairo, DeSoto, Jonesboro, 
Metropolis and Murphysboro. Its main 
purpose is to hear a missionary once a 
year. Miss Verna Lofgren, R.N., on the 
staff of the Anna Kugler Hospital, Guntur,. 
India, now home on furlough, spoke morn= 
ing and afternoon. The expectant hearers: 
were instructed, entertained and inspired! 
by Miss Lofgren’s stories of her rich ex 
periences during her long service in India. 


East St. Louis, Ill. First Church, the Rev. 
H. A. Kunkle pastor, entertained the 
Nachusa Guild of the St. Louis area at its) 
fall rally. Contributions to retire a Nachuse 
debt bond amounted to $100. At the an- 
nual Rally Day, September 24, the gues’. 
speaker was Dr. T. B. Hersch of Forreston . 
Ill, who had served as pastor of Firsi 
Church for twelve years. He and Mrs. 
Hersch had not only endeared themselves 
to the congregation but to many in the 
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Southern Conference. The increased at- 
tendance, fine music, splendid message and 
Christian fellowship gave the First Church 
a day to remember. First Church is in the 
midst of a campaign to liquidate its in- 
debtedness. 


Centralia. Redeemer Church, the Rev. 
A. E. Schmidt pastor, conducted a drive to 
remove the indebtedness of $2,500, as part 
of the celebration of the silver anniversary 
of the congregation in 1945. In one week 
$3,111 was pledged. 


St. Louis, Mo. Reen Memorial Church, 
the Rev. Carl I. Empson pastor, did not 
experience the usual slump during the 
summer months in attendance at Sunday 
school and church services. This is a real 
achievement for a city church, especially 
‘in St. Louis when it is hot. This church 
is cutting down its debt by using weekly 
debt-reducing envelopes. More than $1,200 
has been paid in during the past year. 

The congregation honored one of its 
faithful Sunday school workers, Mrs. John 
Coleman, superintendent of the Beginners’ 
department for nineteen years. Pastor 
Empson will celebrate the twentieth anni- 
versary of his ordination November 13. 


Faith Church, Dr. Alfred L. Grewe pas- 
tor, recently took an offering for the Prop- 
erty and Lot Fund, and received almost 

100 per cent increase over last year. 


The churches of the United Lutheran, 
Augustana and Danish synods of the St. 
Louis area held a Reformation Service Oc- 
tober 31 at Faith Church. Dr. Franklin C. 
Fry, pastor of Trinity Church, Akron, 
Ohio, who was recently elected president 
of the U. L. C. A., brought a timely and 
forceful message. 


Metropolis, Ill. St. Paul’s Church, Dr. 
George Beiswanger pastor, held an out- 
standing Mission Festival September 24. 
A choir of twenty members sang appro- 
priate selections. The Rev. Howard A. 
Wessling, Paducah, Ky., delivered a real 
‘message. The afternoon service was in 
honor of those in the country’s service, 
and Pastors Wessling and Beiswanger par- 
ticipated. The offering was the best yet— 
two thirds of it will go for reduction of the 
Nachusa Home’s debt, and the balance to 
general benevolences. After a week of 
clouds, rains and chilly winds, the sun 
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broke through Sunday morning and the 
gathering ate together on the spacious 
church lawn. 

World Communion Sunday was a most 
precious day, with the largest number in 
attendance at a fall communion. During 
the summer months $900 was contributed 
to the new church building fund. 


Come and Worship 


(Continued from page 49) 
and study God’s Word, responsive to the 
Holy Spirit’s power; together we help each 
other to new courage, new resolutions of 
loyalty, new efforts in the Christian way 
of life. 


"Doing the Doctrine" 

From the Orient comes the expression, 
“Doing the Doctrine.” The fruits of group 
worship ought to show in our daily lives. 
Phillips Brooks tells of a prayer meeting 
he attended in his first year in college. 
‘He was quite embarrassed by the highly 
emotional character of the prayers and 
testimony. He began to wonder about his 
own restrained devotional life. Did he have 
any true Christian experience? Perhaps 
he wasn’t a Christian at all. Then the next 
day he heard some of those who had been 
the loudest in their prayers, telling their 
professors they were unprepared, or evi- 
dently bluffing their way through a recita- 
tion, and he began to wonder again, this 
time whether there was no relation be- 
tween prayer and preparation of lessons. 

The group at worship has a respon- 
sibility. As they come from the place of 
prayer their faces should shine with new 
light, but their lives should also show that 
“they have been with Jesus and have 
learned of Him.” Peter and James and 
John and the rest knew the fellowship of 
Christ in worship. Through that experi- 
ence they became changed men. True, 
they were not all changed in a moment of 
time, but slowly and surely they were be- 
ing made over. Weakness, fear, ignorance, 
pride, selfishness, vengeance, all these gave 
way to likeness to Christ. The test of our 
worship together will be found in the qual- 
ity of our lives. 

i * * * * 

To Leavers: Topic date, November 12. 

Next topic, “Come and Worship—Alone.” 


Cid fig Conference, Synod of Vis York, 


Anniversaries of Pastors, Special Services and Institute 


The Rev. Dr. Theo. O. Posselt recently 
celebrated his twentieth anniversary as 
pastor of St. John’s Church, Albany, N. Y. 
Dr. Posselt was born in South Africa, the 
son of a Lutheran missionary. A graduate 
of Wagner College and the Theological 
Seminary at Philadelphia, Dr. Posselt re- 
ceived his degree of Doctor of Divinity 
from Hartwick College. He was ordained 
forty-two years ago. With nearly half a 
century of service in the Church, Dr. 
Posselt has proved himself an active and 
conscientious pastor, an able leader, and a 
churchman of wide vision. He served as 
secretary of the New York Ministerium 
and was a member of the Constitutional 
Committee at the time of the merger of 
the United Lutheran Synod of New York; 
he was a member of the Merger Commit- 
tee of the U. L. C. A., and since that time 
has served frequently as a delegate to 
U. L. C. A. conventions. For the past 
twenty-six years he has been secretary of 
the Board of Trustees of Wagner College. 
He was twice elected president of the 
Eastern Conference. 

During his pastorate at St. John’s, the 
parsonage has been an open house for 
seminarians and young ministers. Dr. and 
Mrs. Posselt have won their way into the 
hearts of untold numbers and have given 
themselves in tireless service in the inter- 
ests of the congregation and the church 
at large. 


October 1 the Rev. B. Walther Pfeil, 
Emanuel Church, Hudson, celebrated the 
thirtieth anniversary of his ordination. A 
service was held at 8.00 P. M. which 
marked the exact hour of his ordination 
thirty years ago. Assisting in the service 
were the Rev. Henry H. Wahl, pastor of 
St. John’s Church, Hudson; the Rev. Clay- 
ton Van Deusen, pastor of Emanuel 
Church, Chatham; and the Rev. Herman 
Vesper, pastor of St. Paul’s Church, Red 
Hook. The preacher was the Rev. Dr. C, 
Franklin Koch, executive director of the 
Board of Social Missions of the United 
Lutheran Church, Greetings were extended 
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by the Rev. Philip M. Luther, president 
of the Capital District Lutheran Ministers’ 
Association, and the Rev. Luther S. 
Straley, secretary of conference. A purse 
was presented.to Pastor Pfeil by the mem- 
bers of the Men’s Club of the congrega-— 
tion, Visiting clergy and. their guests 
gathered in the parsonage following the 
service for a social hour, 


Joint Reformation Services 


The Festival of the Reformation was 
celebrated by joint services in three areas 
of the conference. One was held in First 
Church, Albany, the Rev. Dr. Chalmers E. 
Frontz pastor. It was sponsored by the 
District Luther League. The preacher was 
the Rev. Dr. F. Eppling Reinartz, Promo- 
tional Secretary of the U. L. C. A. 

Congregations in the mid-Hudson area’ 
of the conference met in St. John’s, Hud- 
son, the Rev. Henry H. Wahl pastor. The: 
sermon was preached by: the Rev. Dr, 
Walter Krumwiede. This service was 
sponsored by the Lutheran Book Club, an> 
organization of Lutheran clergy under ‘the 
leadership of the Rev. Walter E. Bock, pas-. 
tor of Christ Church, Germantown, which 
meets (during the war) every two months 
for academic discussion and the exchange 
of books. The Book Club has functioned 
for more than a decade and was instigated 
at the suggestion of the Rev. Dr. Ellis B. 
Burgess on one of his visits to the area). 
when he was president of synod, 

First Church, Poughkeepsie, the Rev,. 
H. W. Kugler pastor, was the center for 
the congregations in the lower Hudson. 
area. This service was held on All Saints’ 
Day and the preacher was the Rev. Dr. 
Frederick R. Knubel, president of “Tl 
United Synod of New York. 


Zion Church, Pittsfield, Mass., the a | 
Henry B. Dickert pastor, recently cele- 
brated the eighty-fifth anniversary of the 
congregation. The preacher was the Rev 
J. Christian Krahmer, pastor of Chris) 
Church, Islip Terrace, L. I., who formerly, 


served Zion as an ad interim pastor. i 


The Luthorais, 


Social Missions Institute 


According to an announcement made by 
the Rev. Russell S. Gaenzle, pastor of Re- 
deemer Church, Kingston, and chairman 
of the Conference Committee on Social 
Missions, an institute will be held in First 
Church, Albany, November 13, centering 
around the theme, “The Church’s Ministry 
to Returning Service Men.” The institute 
will be under the leadership of the Rev. 
‘Luther Woodward, Ph.D., Field Con- 
‘sultant, Division of Rehabilitation, National 
‘Committee for Mental Hygiene. Dr. Wood- 
'ward’s presentation will be divided into 
itwo areas of discussion, “Characteristic 
‘Feelings and Problems of Men as They 
‘Return” and “Ways in Which Family and 
Church Can Help.” The institute will be 
held in the evening to enable laymen to 
‘participate. 


The Rev. Henry H. Wahl, pastor of St. 
John’s Church, Hudson, will lead a mis- 
sion study class based on “West of the 
‘Date Line.” Intercessions will be offered 
for those in the armed forces, and each 
week Pastor Wahl will illustrate the re- 
‘ports of activities in the “Unfolding Drama 
in Southeast Asia” by a unique map study. 


It Happened in 
Philadelphia 


By Wittram H. C. Lauer 


Tue churches of the northeast section of 
‘the city have united for a number of years 
in a combined celebration of the Reforma- 
tion. This year, a circular issued to the 
\participating churches in anticipation of 
the event claims that this is Philadelphia’s 
largest Reformation Festival Celebration. 
It was held Sunday evening, October 29, 
in Zion Church, Olney, the Rev. Bela 
Shetlock pastor. A massed choir under 
the direction of the Rev. Elmer E, Zieber 
‘of the Philadelphia Seminary sang special 
anthems and the sermon was delivered by 
the Rev. John W. Doberstein, Litt.D., 
‘chaplain of Muhlenberg College, Allen- 
town, Pa. 


“The Holy City,” by Gaul, will be sung 
conjointly on two separate occasions by the 
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Welcome to Los Angeles, California 


THE FIRST ENGLISH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
3119 W. Sixth Street 
ALBERT B. SCHWERTZ, D.D., Pastor 


In the heart of the Wilshire district. 
Morning Worship, 11:00 O'clock. 


When in the Nation’s Capital Visit 
LUTHER PLACE MEMORIAL 


“The Church at the Luther Monument” 
Thomas Circle, 14th and N Sts., N. W. 


Sunday School for All Ages at 9:45 
The Morning Service at 11:00 
Luther Leagues at 7:30 P. M. 


L. Ralph Tabor, Pastor 


When in St. Louis, Missouri, visit 


FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 


ALFRED L. GREWE, D.D., Pastor 
2831 Kingshighway Memorial Blvd. 
SUNDAY SERVICES 10:45 A. M. 


When in 
Baltimore visit 
TRINITY 


Lutheran Church 


2100 W. Baltimore St. 
Two blocks west from 


from the cen! 

city direct to the ch 

P. S. Baringer, DD., 
Pastor 


SERVICES 11:00 A. M. and 8:00 P. M. 
CHURCH SCHOOL 9:45 A. M. 
A Cordial Welcome to All 


Welcome to Des Moines, Iowa 


ST. JOHN’S EV. LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 


SIXTH AVE. and KEOSAUQUA WAY 


This downtown church eae ee 
comes visitors, members of the WAAC 
and men In the Service. 


Rev. Frederick J. Weertz, D.D., Pastor 
Rev. George P. Krebs, B.D., Associate 


Services at 9:15 A. M. and 11:00 A. M. 


IN SEATTLE 


A friendly welcome awaits you 
at 


Central 
Lutheran Church 


Eleventh Avenue at East Olive Street 
(Near Downtown) 


H. STANLEY HOLMAN, Pastor 


CHURCH SCHOOL 
DIVINE SERVICE 


PITTSBURGH Visitors Are Invited 
to attend the Services of 


First Lutheran Church 
GRANT ST., Near SIXTH AVE. 
REV. A. J. HOLL, D.D., Pastor 
Sunday Services 

9:30 A.M. 
11: 00 A. M. 
“To be spiritually 
minded is life and 
peace.” 
Morning Service 
Broadcast over 
Sta. WIAS 


choirs of Transfiguration Lutheran Church, 
12th Street and Lehigh Avenue, and St. 
Simeon Lutheran Church, 8th and Luzerne 
Sts. The musical event will take place on 
the evening of All Saints Day, November 
first, in Transfiguration Church, and on 
Sunday night, November 12, in St. Simeon 
Church, The combined choir, consisting of 
the Senior Choir from each church and 
the Junior Choir of St. Simeon, will be 
directed by Dr. Frederick Gruber, Di- 
rector of Music at Transfiguration Church. 
The organist will be Mr. Charles B, Alli- 
son, Director of Music at St. Simeon 
Church, 


Since the death of Dr. John C, Fisher, 
pastor of Nativity Church, 17th and Tioga’ 
Sts., and the withdrawal of the assistant 
pastor, the Rev. Kenneth Frickert, from 
the city, the congregation has been with- 
out a regular pastor. The Rev. Dr. George 
R. Seltzer, professor at the Philadelphia 
Theological Seminary, was in charge of the 
Sunday services during the month of Oc- 
tober. The church council has officially ar- 
ranged for the proper pastoral oversight 
of Nativity’s parish with the Rev. William 
H. C, Lauer, pastor of St. Simeon Church, 
8th and Luzerne Streets, the nearest Lu- 
theran neighbor. | 


The Philadelphia Seminary Choir 
under direction of the Rev. Elmer Zieber. 
began its fall and winter activities Sun- 
day night, October 22. The choir consists: 
of twenty-eight members, ten of whon: 
are seniors looking toward graduation ir 
February because of the accelerated pro-- 
gram at the seminary. The choir has i) 
full schedule, so that no additional en. 
gagements can be taken. The following 
dates and churches have been booked fow: 
the public appearance of the choir: 

October 2, Grace, Roxborough; Novem- 
ber 5, Epiphany, Camden, N. J.; Novembe*! 
9, Old Zion, Philadelphia; November 12) 
St. Peter’s, West Oak Lane; November 19) 
St. Paul’s, Telford; December 10, Trinity 
Pottstown; December 17, Our Saviow™ 
Haddonfield, N. J.; January 7, Trinity | 
South Philadelphia; January 14, Trinity’ 
Reading; January 21, St. Simeon, Philadel ' 
phia; January 31, Deaconess Motherhous« 
Philadelphia; February 4, Immanuel, Bur: 
holme. 
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A Legacy Appreciated 


A cueck for $2,000 was recently added to 
the endowment fund of Redeemer Church, 
Milwaukee, Wis., Dr. A. A, Zinck pastor. 
This money came from the estate of Mr. 
Oscar Shupe, who died last fall. Mr. Shupe 
was a member of the first confirmation 
class of this congregation, and throughout 
life maintained a loyal and devoted inter- 
est in this church. Money thus given will 
work for generations to come. 


Roanoke College 


Roanoke College, Salem, Va., opened its 
one hundred third session September 27 
with a formal convocation, including an 
academic procession of faculty and senior 
class. 

The convocation address was given by 
the Hon. Thomas B. Stanley, speaker of 
the House of Delegates of the General 
Assembly of the State of Virginia. .He 
chose as his subject, “Faith,” and gave 
outstanding testimony of a Christian lay- 
man to the place of and need for faith in 
all the relations of life. 
was furnished by the College Choir, and 
honor students were formally presented 
and recognized. The exercises were in 
charge of the college chaplain, Dr. Frank 
C. Longaker, the speaker being intro- 
duced by President Smith. 

Two hundred seventeen students are en- 
rolled, of whom 71 are boys and 120 mem- 
bers of the freshman class. There is a 
larger percentage of Lutherans in the 
present student body than for a number 
of years past.—R. C. News Service. 


Golden Anniversary in 


the Pastorate 


SEPTEMBER 30 G. F. Snyder, D.D., pastor 
of Memorial Church, St. Augustine, Fla., 
celebrated the fiftieth anniversary of his 
ordination. He had just returned from 
Tampa, where St. Paul’s Church held an 
elaborate celebration of his golden anni- 
versary on September 24. 

Dr. Snyder was born in Port Royal, Pa. 
He is a graduate of Gettysburg College in 
1891 and of the seminary in 1894. He was 
honored with the degree of Doctor of 
Divinity by Susquehanna University. 
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Special music - 


Dr. Snyder has served the following 
charges: the Church of the Redeemer, 
Williamsport, Pa.; St. Luke’s, Lilly, Pa.; 
St. Paul’s, Altoona, Pa.; and St. Paul’s, 
Tampa, Fla., from 1926 to 1939. Since that 
time he has served as stated supply at 
Memorial Church, St. Augustine, a small 
congregation of active workers. Dr. Sny- 
der took an active part in organizing the 
Florida Synod and has participated in the 
affairs of that body ever since. 


FOR SALE 


PIANO: $95.00, good condition. Upright con- 
cert grand. Call: 
5113 N. 10th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


When in SAN FRANCISCO 


visit historic 


St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 


“Founded 1849” 
1135 O’FARRELL STREET 
Church School—9.45 A. M. 
Chief Service—11.00 A. M. 
Youth Vespers— 
6.00 and 7.00 P. M. 


J. George Dorn, D.D., 
Pastor 


F. P, Smith, A.M., Assistant 


is the Gift 
of Gifts 


1?) a 
- National BIBLES 


Since 1863...At Your Bookstore 
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God’s Living Truths 
By LEANDER M. ZIMMERMAN 


Pocket Size. Cloth Bound. Postpaid, 50 cts. 


THE LUTHERAN STANDARD 

“Some spiritual insights can come only 
with age and experience. Dr. Zimmerman’s 
words offer such insights with conviction 
and comfort for readers of all ages.” 


THE PRESBYTERIAN 
“Placed on the bedside table or carried 


along on a journey, or perchance mailed to 


an interested service man, its devotional 
content will fit into many a spiritual need.” 


THE WATCHMAN EXAMINER 

“God’s Living Truths will gladden many 
a life and encourage all its readers to en- 
joy the provisions of God's grace.” 


CHURCH MANAGEMENT 

“A delightful pocket volume of helpful 
meditations, with a fitting benediction to a 
splendid little: volume.” 


Order from 


The United Lutheran Publication House 
1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa, 


Remember the Seminary in your Prayers! 


eee 
Se 


CHICO plete SEMINARY 


STUDY OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE WHOLE 
OF THE PASTOR’S CAREER 
IN RESIDENCE 
Year ’round undergraduate curriculum to train 
worthy ministers for tomorrow; next Quarter 
begins November 20, 1944. 
Graduate Residence and Extension Courses with 
S.T.M. and S.T.D. credit. 
Write for folder, eg Weuee Greatest Post-War 
eed,” 


Charles B. Foelsch, Ph.D., President 
Maywood, Illinois 


Remember the Seminary in your will! 


LUTHERAN GIRLS! 


for you at 


MARION, VIRGINIA 
The only Junior College in the U. L. C. 

@ Thorough grounding in many fields for 
further education or a life work, in an 
atmosphere of Christian culture. 

e@ High standards of scholarship; healthy 
recreations and social life; emphasis on 
Christian service. 

Rates $550.00 to $595.00 a year. 
_Address 
REV. HENRY E. HORN, President 
Box K, Marion, Va. 
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The chance for a college education is provided 


MARION COLLEGE 


A reception was held at the home o 
Lt.-Comdr. and Mrs. Harold Brubeck, a 
which the members of Memorial Churcl 
and of the Ministerial Alliance were thé 
guests. A. purse containing $50 was giver 
to the guest of honor. 


Pastors Honored 


Tue twenty-fifth anniversary of the pas- 
torate of John F. Fedders, D.D., was ob- 
served at Lake Park Church, Milwaukee. 
Wis., October 1. At the morning service 
addresses were made by Dr. Paul W. Roth, 
pastor of Epiphany Church, Milwaukee; 
and Dr. J. H. Dressler, professor at North- 
western Theological Seminary at Minne- 
apolis. The sermon was preached by Dr. 
R. H. Gerberding, president of the Synod 
of the Northwest. In the afternoon a serv- 
ice was held in the church, at which time 
a gift was presented to Dr. Fedders in 
appreciation of his work, followed by ¢ 
reception in the Parish House, 

The following statistics tell something o/ 
the good work that Dr. Fedders is doing: 
baptized 640 children and 64 adults; mar- 
ried 506 couples; buried 720; erection of ¢ 
parish house; purchase of a parsonage, 
benevolence records recognized through- 
out the synod as outstanding; indebtednes: 
cleared in 1940; an endowment func 
started. Dr. Fedders has served on im- 
portant boards of the United Lutherar 
Church and has been active in many type» 
of community service. 

Three sons of the congregation have en 
tered the gospel ministry since his pastor 
ate began: the Rev. William H. Cooper 
Philadelphia, Pa., and the Rev. Dr. Charle. 


| 


ia 
all 


The Luthersdl 


M. Cooper, Ph.D., professor at the Phila- 
delphia Seminary—sons of a former pastor 
of the congregation; and the Rev. Victor 
Gieschen, Omaha, Nebr. One son of the 
church is now studying for the ministry. 

To mark the anniversary a beautiful 
program was printed. 


Satem Cuurcnu, Minneapolis, Minn., on 
September 19 honored their pastor, Paul 
Luther Wetzler, D.D., with a reception and 
liberal gifts in celebration of the twenty- 
fifth anniversary of his ordination. On 
September 17 at a special service planned 
by Dr. Wetzler the Rev. W. P. Gerberding 
and the Rev. Paul L. Graf preached the 
sermons at the morning services. 

Dr, Wetzler’s entire ministry has been 
spent in the Synod of the Northwest, with 
the exception of the first four years in a 
rural parish in Illinois. Congregations 
served by him are West Bend, Wis.; Ascen- 
sion Church, St. Paul, Minn.; Salem, for 
sixteen years. Here during his pastorate 
the congregation which numbered 430 in- 
creased to 1,500; the parish hall was built; 
and the work has been so well financed 
that the congregation is hardly conscious 
of its indebtedness. Throughout his min- 
istry Dr. Wetzler has been active in such 
important work as that of the Stewardship 
Committee and the Board of Directors of 
the Northwestern Seminary, but primarily 
his work has been that of a pastor, meeting 
his people in their homes and in any pas- 
toral way that became necessary. 


The Rev. Lebbeus Woods was honored 
by the congregation of Christ Church, 
Sharon, Wis., at an unusual service Sun- 
day morning, October 1, on the occasion 
of the twenty-fifth anniversary of his pas- 
torate here. Mr, Herman O. Robb, secre- 
tary of the congregation, conveyed the 
good wishes of the congregation and pre- 
sented the pastor with a purse in appre- 
ciation of his splendid service in the 
church. Mr. Rufus Young told of his good 
work in the community and the increased 
attendance at communion and accessions 
to the church; and Mr, Nestor Grenlund 
read letters of congratulation to the pastor. 

After the service, members of the church 
council, with their wives, entertained with 
a picnic dinner at the parsonage. The Sun- 
day Evening Club sent a congratulatory 
message and purse to Pastor Woods. 
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OFFICIAL U.S» MARINE CORPS PHOTO 


U.S. CHAPLAINS WANT 
400,000 BIBLES! 


Will you give 10, 20, 50, a hundred, a thou- 
sand? You CAN do just that through the 
American Bible Society. Help this great work 
with a contribution TODAY. 


make your own choice | 


Equip CostsYouOnly Equip Costs YouOnly 


One Man 50¢ ACompany $ 80.00 
A Squad $ 6.00 A Battalion 300.00 
A Platoon 20.00 ARegiment 750.00 


If you would like the facts of how you can help 
this great work, and receive a good income for 
yourself or a friend at the same time, send for 
the booklet “A. Gift That Lives;’ which tells of 
a plan that has helped thousands to gratify a 
lifelong ambition with a “double profit” 
themselves, Send the coupon NOW. 


URGENT! MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY! 
American Bible Society, | 
Bible House, New York 22, N, 

(1 Please send me, without obligation, your | 
| booklet L-38 entitled “A Gift That Lives?’ 
| CII enclose $. to provide Testaments for 

the men and women in our armed forces. 


| 

| 

| Denomination. 
is Address... 

Vim 


FREE CATALOG 


Listing an extra large stock ef 

merchandise for the Church and 

Sunday School. Also splendid sea- 

sonal and Christmas gifts, with 

many fine items for the home, 
Agents wanted 


THE BOON PUBLISH NG CO. 
P. O. Box 200, Dee Moines, ta. 
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Personal 


The Rev. G. K. E. Burzlaff, now residing 
in Puyallup, Wash., has been called to a 
part-time pastorate by St. John’s Church, 
Chehalis, Wash., and was installed by Dr. 
Frank S. Beistel October 29. 


The Rev. Fred C. Foerster, Ph.D., was 
installed pastor of St. Paul’s Church, 
Terryville, Conn., September 24. The Rev. 
Harry McKnight, president of the New 
England Conference of the United Synod 
of New York, performed the act of instal- 


Naat omer HIGH LAND x lation; the Rev. Robert Heydenreich of 
mi paeasy LLIN ols Waterbury was liturgist. The charge to the 
@\\\\ ie” \ Dep. LU pastor was delivered by the Rev. Behrend 
Mehrtens of New Haven, and the charge 

Choiré to the congregation by the Rey. Conrad 


Reisch of Bridgeport. 

Dr. Foerster served his first parish, Jef- 
fersonville, N. Y., for nineteen years, and 
began his work at Terryville July 1. 


The Rev. T. A. Jansen of Seattle, Wash., 
has moved to Victoria, B, C., where he has 
resumed the pastorate of Grace Church, 
which he had previously served for fifteen 
VESTMENTS years until July 15, 1939, when he moved 
for Choir and Pulpit to Seattle. 

Hangings - Ornaments 


Pulpit GOWN S 


Confirmation Robes, Paraments. 
Fine materials, beautiful work. 
Pleasingly low prices. State your 
needs. Catalog, samples on re- 
quest. DeMoulin Bros. & Co., 
27 S. 4th St., Greenville Ill. 


Supplies - Etc. The Rev. J. S. Neff, pastor of Redeemer ~ 

Catalog free on request Church, Vancouver, B. C., since May 1940, 
The C. E. Ward Co. resigned September 4 to enter a chap- 
New London, Ohio laincy in the Canadian army. Until ar- ~ 


rangements can be made for a successor to ~ 
Pastor Neff, the Rev. Dana Johnson, a 
missionary of the Board of American Mis- 
sions, will care for the congregation. 


Chaplain Paul W. Schrope has recently 
been advanced to Lieutenant Colonel. He 
is now stationed in Calcutta, India, as Wing ~ 
Chaplain of the India-China Division of 
the Air Transport Command. Chaplain 
Schrope is a member of the Indiana Synod, 


The Rev. George L. Search, pastor of the 
Waterville Parish of the Kansas Synod, 
and secretary of the Synod of Kansas and 
Adjacent States, has accepted a call to 
become pastor of Trinity Church, Hays, 
Kan. He plans to begin work December 1. 


The Rev. Gunther Stippich resigned as 
pastor of Emmanuel Church, Brooklyn, 
\ ; Be ma NN. Y., and has begun his new duties as 

i McCARTHY fhe ent Ses pastor of St. Michael’s Church, Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 
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An unparalleled reference work for ministers, teachers, libraries 


and homes 


ENCYCLOPEDIA OF BIBLE LIFE 
By Madeleine S. and J. Lane Miller 


Here in one volume is the most comprehensive and highly usable source book 
in this field. In simple, direct style, using the results of vast research and travel, 
conveniently arranged and concisely indexed is everything anyone could conceiv- 
ably want to know about the way of life in Bible lands. 


100 FULL PAGES OF HALF-TONE ILLUSTRATIONS—1,694 SUBJECTS IN 22 
SECTIONS—285,000 WORDS—12 PAGES OF FULL COLOR MAPS—5 INDEXES 


“No man can interpret the Bible accurately who is unfamiliar with the land 
and life out of which it came. The Miller encyclopedia gives the student a life- 
work’s value in five minutes’ time.”—Roy L. Smith. Coming late November. 

Price, $4.95 


A new book of SERMONS by 
HARRY EMERSON FOSDICK 
A Great Time To Be Alive 


A book both to inspire and to counsel—directed to the needs of men and women 
as seen by one of the wisest men writing today. Dr. Fosdick’s best-seller, ON 
BEING A REAL PERSON, dealing with our everyday problems is now followed 
by this book which speaks just as directly to our present condition, Here is the 
same insight into real people, the same diagnosis of our strength and weaknesses, 
the same wisdom for personal action. Price, $2.00 


WALKIN’ PREACHER OF THE OZARKS 
By Guy Howard 


Guy Howard serves dozens of pastorless communities in the Ozarks, walking 
thousands of miles to reach his some one-hundred-thousand “parishioners”—he is 
their pastor, teacher, music teacher, confessor and general advisor. “Layin’ away 
gran’pappy,” taking the place of the proverbial shotgun, revival meetings, build- 
ing the schoolhouse—these and other homespun stories are told with engaging 
candor and portrayed with forceful simplicity, honest religion and against a 
setting about which most Americans know little. 

Illustrated. Price, $2.50 


MISSIONARY DOCTOR 


The Story of Twenty Years in Africa 
By Mary Floyd Cushman, M.D. 


This is the autobiography of one of the most interesting lives of our times. At 
the age of fifty-three, after twenty-five successful years as a physician and sur- 
geon in Maine, Dr. Cushman was able to do what all her life she had dreamed of 
doing—to go to Africa as a medical missionary. This absorbing story of twenty 
years spent with the natives of the bush country in Angola is simple and moving— 
it epitomizes the highest ideals of a physician and Christian worker. 

Illustrated. Price, $2.75 

At Your Bookseller. 


HARPER & BROTHERS 
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Here is a card which helps emphasize the im- 
portance of active participation in the church. 
It may be distributed at the time of every- 
member visitation or confirmation. Servicemen 
have found them valuable in identifying them- 
selves to chaplains and pastors. 

Price, 50 cents a hundred 


PASTOR’S 
INFORMATION 
CARD 


Pastor’s Information Card 


Call the pastor's attention to any item below by 
checking the proper circle, Drop the card in the offer- 
ing plate or give it to an usher, 


Know of 
prospect 
for church 
member- 


ship 


A handy card to be placed in the pew or given 
to visitors at church services. Shows the 
church's desire to serve and also provides a 
source of information. 


Price, 30 cents a hundred; $2.50 a thousand 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN 
PUBLICATION HOUSE 


1228 SPRUCE STREET, PHILA. 7, PA. 
Chicago I | Pittsburgh 22 Columbia 3 
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Congregations 


Bridgeport, Conn. The First Lutheran 
Church celebrated its forty-first anniver- 
sary September 24 with a festival service 
in the morning. At this time the mortgage 
on the church in the amount of $10,000 
was burned. Three of the charter mem- 
bers and Mr. Raymond A. Gresch, chair- 
man of the debt reduction fund, par- 
ticipated in the service. The present 
church was dedicated in 1939 at a cost of 
$32,000 with an indebtedness of $10,000. 

Last June kneeling benches were in- 
stalled, a gift from the Good Samaritan 
Society and as a memorial to Mr. and Mrs. 
John Shemshis by their daughter and son- 
in-law. A Women’s Missionary Society 
was organized during the summer. This 
congregation faces the future confidently 
under the leadership of their energetic 
pastor, the Rev. John C. Dries. 

A. G. Possetr. 


Navy Yard, S. C. The ladies of Advent 
Church, Navy Yard, S. C., entertained 
about 150 members of the church and their 
friends at a reception October 5 to honor 
their new pastor, the. Rev. Henry D. 
Kleckley, his wife and daughter. Present 
to welcome them were the Lutheran min- 
isters and their wives of Charleston, and 
the ministers of other denominations of 
the Navy Yard district. Pastor and Mrs. 
Kleckley were presented with a coffee 
table in the course of the evening. 

Mr. Kleckley comes to this congrega- 
tion from the Saluda Parish of the South 
Carolina Synod, and is the successor of the 
Rev. Dermon Sox, who has accepted a call 
to become pastor of Messiah Church, 
Atlanta, Ga. 


Tue thirtieth anniversary of the erec- 
tion of the present building of Trinity 
Church, Staten Island, N. Y., was observed 
September 24 at both services, The speak- 
ers were /the Rev. Otto A. W. Plagemann 
of St. Matthew’s, New York City, and Dr. 
Theodore G. Tappert, professor at the 
Philadelphia Seminary. The offering re- 
ceived on Anniversary Sunday will be 
used to reduce the mortgage, which at 
present is $22,500. The pastors of the con- 
gregation are the Rev. Dr. Frederic Sutter 
and the Rev. Carl J. Sutter, his son. The 
work is in good hands. 


The Lutheran 


Pastor Wolfsdorff Leaves 


Legacy to Texas Church 


SunpAy, September 3, the United Dr. 
Martin Luther Church of Shiner, Texas, 
was filled to capacity with members and 
friends who came to show their love and 
respect for W. C. Wolfsdorff, D.D., a be- 
loved former pastor, member, and pastor 
emeritus of this church. 

At the regular meeting of the church 
council in August they were officially in- 
formed that the late Dr. Wolfsdorff had 
bequeathed in his will the sum of $10,000 
to be used for the building of a brick 
memorial church and for the upkeep of 
nis burial lot. The council thereupon drew 
up resolutions of respect to their late pas- 
jor, feeling that he showed his close at- 
achment to the congregation. He was one 
af the pioneers of Lutheranism in the 
state of Texas, and he and his wife were 
oved and admired by the entire com- 
nunity for their true Christian character. 

In the memorial service the president 
of the Texas Synod, the Rev. Paul Bechter, 
sarticipated, and Pastor R. Schuetze de- 
ivered a thought-provoking sermon. It 
was revealed that in 1927 Pastor Wolfs- 
lorff had given the Board of Ministerial 
-ensions and Relief of the U. L. C. A. the 
um of $5,000 and had left an additional 
um of $3,000 in his will. In making these 
tifts he showed his love for those who 
night live after him. 


Mr. Walter M. Otte Dead 


Mr. Walter M. Otte, aged sixty-nine 
ears, a prominent and highly esteemed 
itizen of Marysville, Ohio, died at his 
ome in mid-September. The funeral was 
eld at the First English Lutheran Church, 
Marysville, September 19, in charge of his 
astor, the Rev. James, Miller, and the Rev. 
aul Plasterer, a former pastor of this 
ongregation. 

Mr. Otte was one of the city’s business, 
lvic and church leaders, and was always 
rholeheartedly behind every civic im- 
rovement in Marysville. He was a charter 
1ember of the First Lutheran Church and 
9x Many years was president of the con- 
regation and active in the Brotherhood. 
m several occasions he was delegate to the 
onvention of the United Lutheran Church. 
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An expression of patriotism is a 
reminder of the love and respect 
which we owe to our country. A 
unique, dignified patriotic greeting 
for any occasion is a lovely, color- 
ful BOOKMARK GREETING— 
actually woyen with fine quality 
rayon, giving the beauty and color 
characteristic of fine embroidery. 114 
x 6 inches, each BOOKMARK 
GREETING is carried by an aristo- 
cratic folder with envelope—ample 
space for written greeting or mes- 
sage. Subjects are: 


The Lord’s Prayer I am the Resur- 


The 23rd Psalm rection 
The Beatitudes (John 11:25) 
Pledge to Pledge to 
U. S. Flag Christian Flag 
The Ten Lincoln— 
Commandments Gettysburg 


On sale at religious book stores, 
department stores and other shops 
where greeting cards are sold. Price 
15 cents each. 


QUALITY 
WEAVING 
COMPANY 
5513 Devon St., Philadelphia 38, Pa. 


He is survived by his widow, Mrs. Laura 
Rupright Otte; a son, and four daughters; 
also two brothers, and five sisters. 


CONFERENCES 


The seventh annual convention of the Sus- 
quehanna Conference of the Central Pennsyl- 
vania Synod will be held Thursday, November 
16, in the Lutheran Church, Montgomery, Pa. 
The conference will open eas the Holy Com- 
munion Service at 9.30 A. 

Adam Pp ‘Bingaman, Sec. 
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At Choir at its Best .. is 
a) Always Well Dressed 


~ 
Ps 


CHOIR ROBES.. .carefully tail 
ored, correct styles, lovely colors, 
beautiful draping materials... 


= PULPIT ROBES of distinction. 


|| COLLEGIATE <iutee 


366 Fifth Ave. 
NEW YORK 1, NV. Y. 


COLUMBUS 15, OHIO 


Aeolian-Skinner 


ANNOUNCES 


a new design for a small 
organ for small churches. 


Full description upon request. 


AEOLIAN-SKINNER ORGAN CO. 


Boston, Mass. 


PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


Pulpit Hangings—Altar Cloths 
Bible Markers—Communion Linens 
Embroidery—Fabrics 
Custom Tailoring for Clergymen 


Wy 83 Martins regal seco] Ad 


!! COX SONS & VINING, Inc. 


131 East 23rd Street, New York 10, N.Y. 


FLAGS 


U. S. and SERVICE FLAGS 


Wm. Lehmberg & Sons, Inc. 
138 N. 10TH ST., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


CHURCH , 
PAINTINGS 
Mural and Altar 


JOHN KROGMANN 
ARTIST 


Studio 3, 3561 W. Fullerton 
Chicago 


“former pastor o: 


The Conference of the Kentucky-Tennessee 
Synod will meet in First Lutheran Church, 
Louisville, Ky., the Rev. Arthur M. Huffman 
pastor, November 14 and 15. The opening serv- 
ice of Holy Communion will begin at 1.30 P. M. 

{ Lorrin L. Spenny, Sec. 


WOMEN’S MEETINGS 


The forty-ninth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Lancaster 
Conference of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania 
and Adjacent States will be held November 2 
in Christ Church, Lancaster, Pa., the Rev. G. 
Martin Ruoss pastor. 

Sessions at 9.45 A. M. and 1.45 P. M. An 
executive meeting at 9.15 A. M. will precede 
the convention sessions. 

Mrs. Elmer Curry, Sec. 


The Women’s Missionary Society of the 
Wilkes-Barre Conference of the Ministerium of 
F eoney panic and Adjacent States will hold its 
annual convention ovember 8 in Trinity 
Church, Palmerton, Pa,, the Rev. Roland Bortz 
pastor. Sessions begin at 10.30 A. M. An ex- 
ecutive meeting will be held at 10.00 A. M. 

Special business to be transacted at this con- 
vention will be the adoption of a new con- 
stitution. Mrs. J. J. Neudoerffer, Chm., 

‘ Constitution Committee. 


The fifty-fourth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Philadelphia 
Conferences of the Ministeriwm of Pennsylvania 
and Adjacent States will be held Thursday, 
November 9, in Zion Church, Front Street and 
Fishers Avenue, Olney, Philadelphia, Pa., the 
Rev. Bela Shetlock pastor. Sessions at 10.00 
A. M., 2.00 and 7.45 P. M. 

Leona M. Bechtold, Sec. 


IN MEMORIAM 


The Rev. W. C. Wolfsdorff 


Sunday morning, September 3, the United 
Dr. Martin Luther Church of Shiner, Texas. 
was filled to capacity with members and 
friends, who came to show their love and re- 
spect to the Rev. W. C. Wolfsdorff, a most 
beloved former pastor, member and _ pastor 
emeritus of this church. 

The following resolutions of respect were 
read by the secretary of the church: 

Whereas, we deeply feel the passing of the 
Rev. W. C. Wol sdorff, a beloved member and 
our church, and 

Whereas, we are now officially informed that 
he, our departed brother, has graciously be- 
queathed our United Dr. Martin Luther Church 
of Shiner the very generous sum of $10,000, 
this gift to be used for the building of a brick 
Memorial Church; 

Therefore, we the members of United Dr. 
Martin Luther Church do hereby resolve 
gratefully to accept this most liberal endow- 
ment as a/token of his affection for his church, 
and to cherish the gift and honor the donor. 

Further we resolve, that an appropriate 
Memorial Service be held where special tribute 
shall be paid to our departed; that we invite 
the president of the Texas Synod, Pastor Paul 
Bechter of Yoakum, to assist our local pastor, 
and that the relatives of Pastor Wolfsdorff be 
invited to this special service. 

And further we resolve, that these resolu- 
tions be spread on our minutes, and a copy be 
mailed to the bereaved family, and publishec 
in The Shiner Gazette, The Texas Lutheran ano 
Tae Lorneran. 

Cuorcn Councri, Unrrep Dr. Martin Loree 

Cuurcu, Sumner, Texas 
Otto C. Remmers, Sec. 


The Lutheran 


Religious Liberty 
in Latin America? 


By GEORGE P. HOWARD, What our 
Good Neighbors really think about 
Protestant missions. A revealing, timely 
book, based on first-hand information 
gathered by the author in South Amer- 
ica. $2.00 


The School 
of Prayer 


By OLIVE WYON. A practical, inspira- 
tional book on the meaning, purpose 
and practice of prayer. A direct and 
simple guide for all who need and wel- 
come help in their daily living. $1.50 


The Significance 
of the Cross 


By F. W. DILLISTONE. A unique restudy 
of the New Testament’s interpretation 
of the Atonement, presenting it in its 
Biblical context and in terms of our 
daily lives. A Religious Book Club 
Selection. $2.50 


RELIGIOUS BOOKS 


The Christian 
Sacraments 


By HUGH THOMSON KERR. Another 
Westminster Source Book for Ministers. 
Shows how each of the two Christian 
sacraments fits into the broad scope of 
the Gospel and how they ought to be 
observed in the life and worship of the 
Church. $2.00 


The Message of 
the New Testament 


By ARCHIBALD M,. HUNTER. In which 
the New Testament is shown to be 
more than a collection of books... it 
is one book of many parts bound firmly 
together by a single Gospel. $1.00 


A Preface to 
Bible Study 


By ALAN RICHARDSON. An inspiring 
and practical introduction to a better 
understanding of the essential meaning 
of the Bible, treating it not as literature 
or history, but in its true light as the 
Word of God. $1.00 


At all bookstores, or THE WESTMINSTER PRESS, Philo. 7, Penna. 
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“I seek the truth...” 


This looks to be an orderly group of young people. ... 
It’s a revolution. Each of these youths is a destroyer. 
Behind their quiet faces surges a mighty threat to the yy 
hypocrisy and false values choking the world today, a \\ (ul / M.. 
desperate resolve to crush evil at its source. Listen to their SSE Ul UG 
discussions. Breathe the clean, pure air of revitalizing good- NS AC 
ness. “I seek the truth, by which no man was ever injured.” : 


Le 
The literature and training materials which spark young ras 

people’s meetings like this one are prepared with wisdom a 
and understanding. The local church dictates the form and ere 
matter for this Christian propaganda; the official church THE 
publishing house follows its wishes faithfully. Ally yourself SURE 
with this purveyor of truth—the ordained publishing house POSTWAR 
of your church—and strengthen the crusade of truth. PLAN 


: ' This is a cooperative message from 
Stisyele DAM wcttis Thirty Official Church Publishing Houses 


PUBLISHING HOUSE 


nouse | nekoR S300) in the interest of a better postwar world 


The United Lutheran Publication House 
1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


CHICAGO 11 PITTSBURGH 33 COLUMBIA 3 


